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It's time for
some ‘Action’
at Barnum

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

SAMOHI After spending nearly $8 million restoring Barnum
Hall to its original glory, donors are now looking for their
investment to start paying dividends, and it’s up to Carey
Upton to make that happen.

The performing arts veteran and former manager of the
historic Los Angeles and Palace theaters in downtown LA has
been placed in charge of Barnum Hall and the Greek
Amphitheater at Santa Monica High School.

In addition to helping students learn how to run lights
and sound boards, Upton, 43, is responsible for overseeing
the daily maintenance of the performance hall and promot-
ing it as a cultural resource for the community, which played
a significant role in its restoration by approving bonds that
financed most of the project.

“What we envisioned with the restoration of Barnum
Hall was that it would once again be a community venue,
not just for the high school,” said Jean Sedillos, chairperson
of Restore Barnum Hall, which helped raise $1 million for
the facelift and is looking to raise another $1 million for a
maintenance endowment. “Carey Upton seems like the per-
fect person to do just that”

Upton, a native of Jacksonville, Fla., attended Samford
University and did graduate work at Baylor University before
signing on as a stage manager for the Shakespeare Company
in Massachusetts. From there,, he worked at many regional
theaters, and later became resident director for the

SHOWTIME: Barnum Hall, which was once the community’s theater and events staging ground, eventually gave way to larger, more
accessible venues like the Santa Monica Civic Center and shut its doors. Following an $8 million renovation, the hall is back.

Santa Monica shifting into a greener, cleaner gear

BY IRENE MANAHAN
Special to the Daily Press

CITYWIDE The city of Los Angeles ranked
favorably in a recent national study regarding
cities and their usage of alternative fuels.
Though Santa Monica and cities of a compa-
rable size were not included, it stands to rea-
son the city by the sea would have made a
strong showing.

The city of Los Angeles placed eighth,
according to SustainLane, the online sus-
tainability knowledge base for state and local
government, which surveyed the 50 largest
U.S. cities and compared the number of
fleets operating on alternative fuels.

Close to 25 percent of the city vehicles in
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Los Angeles run on alternative fuels.

With increasing concerns over the environ-
ment, there are more vehicle lines than ever
using sustainable power, including biodiesel,
hydrogen, ethanol, liquid natural gas (LNG),
compressed natural gas (CNG) and electric
and gas-hybrid wvehicles, according to
SustainLane.

In Santa Monica, the city fleets are often
considered a model for clean transportation.

In March 2002, the Big Blue Bus started
using LNG, beginning with 37 buses and
finally converting more of the fleet, accord-
ing to Dan Dawson, customer relations
manager for Big Blue Bus. He reported that
operating one LNG bus is equivalent to
eliminating the smog and soot from 20 to 33
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passenger cars from the road.

“One hundred percent of our fleet now
operates on alternative fuels,” Dawson said.
“These fuels include LNG and biodiesel
(which is made from plant material instead
of petroleum).

Today, 50 percent of the fleet operates on
LNG. Dawson said the Big Blue Bus’ goal is
to convert all buses to use some sort of alter-
native fuels.

In the early 90s, the city started to devel-
op its fleet management program, which
includes electric and natural gas vehicles.

“In July of ‘96, we started setting the sched-
ule for converting as many vehicles as we could,”
said Dean Kubani, environmental programs
manager. “Solid waste and recycling trucks use
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natural gas. We have natural gas and biodiesel
beach maintenance and street sweepers.”

Since some city vehicles started running
on biodiesel in February 2005, the numbers
have continued to increase, according to Rick
Sikes, fleet superintendent for Santa Monica.

“Eighty-one percent of the city public
work fleet is alternatively fueled,” Sikes said.
“We have about 600 vehicles in the fleet that
we call the ‘municipal fleet.”

The fleet includes refuse collection trucks,
water and street department vehicles, trucks
and cars at the pier and airport, basically
“everything but the Fire Department, Police
Department and Big Blue Bus,” Sikes said.
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