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- DAILY LOTTERY

SUPER LOTTO

Splitting hares

1263841
Meganumber: 27
Jackpot: *34 Million
FANTASY 5

59 11 26 32
DAILY 3

Daytime: 750
Evening: 032
DAILY DERBY

1st: 06 Whirl Win
2nd: 04 Big Ben
3rd: 09 Winning Spirit
RACE TIME:  1:49.14

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

BY CHUCK SHEPARD

Recent Sexual Obsessions: (1) surgical
masks (Norman Hutchins, 53, was con-
victed in Leeds, England, in January, of
tricking hospitals into sending him masks
for his collection). (2) underwater photos
of strangers’ legs and buttocks (U.S.
Army Maj. James V. McGovern was con-
victed in January of taking numerous
such photos at the swimming pool at
Yongsan Garrison, South Korea).

TODAY IN HISTORY

In 1979, the U.S. House of Represent-
atives began televising its day-to-day
business.

In 1985, in a legislative victory for
President Reagan, the Senate voted,
55-45, to authorize production of the
M-X missile.

In 2003, President Bush ordered the
start of war against Iraq. (Because of
the time difference, it was early March
20 in Iraq.)

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“History is principally the inaccurate
narration of events which
ought not to have happened.”

ERNEST ALBERT HOOTEN
AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST (1887-1954)

Horoscopes

Fulfill wishes, Sag 2
Surf Report

Water temperature: 62° 3
Opinion

Not much forethought 4
Commentary

He shoots, he scores 5
National

Rolling dice on downtown 9
International

Hefty water bill 10
Comics

Garfield guffaws 12
Classifieds

Ad space odyssey 13-15

Tourists turn their backs on a furry PETA activist outside of Santa Monica
Place on Friday. Moments later, PETA staged a demonstration where the
rabbit was “clubbed” and “skinned” by a “Wet Seal executive” outside the
mall, part of the animal-rights group’s campaign against fur sales at Wet
Seal stores. Wet Seal officials didn’t return calls seeking comment.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

Schools make the grade

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

Local public schools continue
to achieve higher test scores than
their state counterparts, according
to a recent report.

Results of the 2004 Academic
Performance Index, which mea-

of schools throughout California,
were released last week. A major-
ity of SMMUSD schools received
an API score of 800 or higher for
“excellent,” said John Deasy,
SMMUSD superintendent.

“This high quality student
achievement is a source of pride

sures the academic performance

See SCHOOLS, page 7

Signals crossed:

Church,

ACLU

at odds over seal

BY KIM CALVERT
Special to the Daily Press

MID-CITY — A Santa Monica
church that entered into the battle
to preserve the cross on the coun-
ty seal is keeping the faith.

Pastor Nathan Kill-
ian and his 250-
member congrega-
tion at Santa
Monica’s Pilgrim
Lutheran Church
are plaintiffs in a

lawsuit filed
against Los
Angeles County
that claims the

removal of the cross
from the seal is a waste
of taxpayer money and
a violation of the First
Amendment.

Church member and private
attorney William J. Becker Jr.,
who took an active role in the cross
controversy upon Pastor Killian’s
request, initiated the lawsuit.

“I started by doing some
research, made some phone calls
and the more I found out, the
angrier I got,” Becker said.

The official seal for the
County of Los Angeles.

Becker said the lawsuit was put
on hold last month by Los Angeles
Superior Court Judge Malcolm
Mackey to await a decision by the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit in a similar federal

suit filed earlier by anoth-
er group of public
interest lawyers.
Several Pilgrim
Lutheran Church
members assisted
in gathering sig-
natures in a coun-
tywide six-month
campaign that fell
61,606 signatures

short of the 170,606
needed to put the issue
on the November bal-
lot.

Had the effort been
successful, Los
Angeles County voters could have
decided the fate of the cross them-
selves — rather than accept a 3-2
vote by the County Board of
Supervisors to remove it.

Organizer David Hernandez,
who led the signature campaign,

See SEAL OF DISAPPROVAL, page 6

Celebs draw line 1n sand over beach access

BY ANGIE WAGNER

Associated Press Writer

MALIBU — Just off the Pacific
Coast Highway, where the Santa
Monica Mountains tower over the
ocean, some of Hollywood’s
biggest stars have settled into a
slice of heaven.

Steven  Spielberg.  Danny
DeVito. Goldie Hawn. Over the
years, they have joined the lucky
few who call Broad Beach home.

Their front yards open onto a

mile-long, sandy stretch of
California coastline. They spent
millions to get here, and they’d
like to be left alone.

Alan Latteri didn’t spend a
dime, and nobody’s heard of him.
But he figures he has as much
right to the sand, surf and sun as
any movie mogul.

The California Coastal Comm-
ission agrees. So do the residents
of Broad Beach, as long as Latteri
and others stay off their property.

The question is: Where does

the front yard end and the public
beach begin? So far, the answer is
a crazy quilt of property lines,
easements and No Trespassing
signs that confuse all but the
experts.

It takes a map, a tape measure
and the soul of a surveyor just to
figure out where to legally lay out
a beach towel. A walk along the
beach can require as many twists
and turns as a Hollywood who-

See LINE IN SAND, page 8

GABY SCHKUD

The name you can depend on!
Serving sellers and buyers
on the Westside.

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102
Santa Monica, CA 90403

(310) 586-0308

Band & Orchestra Instruments

RENT-TO-OWN
(310) 453-1928

1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

www.santamonicamusic.com

Escape from
Los Angeles?

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — More and
more residents want to flee Los
Angeles.

Fed up with traffic, crime and
skyrocketing housing prices, a
growing number of people who
call Los Angeles County home
said they plan to move away

See SO LONG, L.A., page 6

SEE HOW GOOD ZERO CAN TASTE

Offering French Fries
w/ZERO grams of Trans Fat

The 1st in Santa Monical

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131
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Schools pass with flying colors

SCHOOLS, from page 1

for this community, which so strongly supports its
schools,” Deasy said of the API results. “This simply
would not be possible without the unprecedented support
of our cities and our community members.”

The API score for each school consists of both a
statewide ranking in addition to a ranking that compares
it to similar schools. The statewide ranking is determined
primarily through schools’ academic testing results.

The similar schools ranking is more difficult to mea-
sure, Deasy said. The state links each individual school
with 99 other “similar schools,” based on the school
characteristics of mobility, ethnic breakdown, socio eco-
nomic status, teacher qualifications, English learner pop-
ulation, class size and calendar type.

The state then compares each school against its 99
peer schools and gives it a score of one through 10 to get
the similar schools ranking.

Twelve out of 14 of SMMUSD’s API-reporting
schools maintained or increased their statewide ranking
for 2003 and 2004. Eleven maintained or increased their
similar schools ranking for the same period.

Deasy said the API report does not directly affect
school funding. The API report may have some impact,
however, on real estate values, which could indirectly
affect school funding.

Deasy said the API is one of two serious measures of
school performances in California. The other is called the
Annual Yearly Progress report, which does affect school
funding.

Lincoln Middle School and Malibu High School were
both placed in the top tier statewide, and also in the top
tier within their peer group.

Two SMMUSD elementary schools, McKinley and
Will Rogers, slipped one place in their statewide ranking,
but retained high levels in their similar schools compar-
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isons. The lowest scores on a statewide level are Will
Rogers and Edison elementaries.

“It’s not alarming,” Deasy said. “Obviously, I would
like all of our schools to always go up, but the slip is
insignificant compared to how these schools fare overall.”

A recent RAND Corp. report said California’s public
school system is the 48th worst in the nation, yet local
schools have been able to stay a cut above the rest, Deasy
said.

The report said California’s public school system lags
behind most of the nation on almost every objective mea-
surement of student achievement, funding, teacher qual-
ifications and school facilities. The state’s K-12 school
system has fallen from a national leader 30 years ago to
its current ranking near the bottom in nearly every objec-
tive category.

While California’s annual per student spending was
about $400 above the national average in 1969-70, it fell
to more than $600 below the national average in 1999 to
2000, according to the RAND report.

However, Santa Monica and Malibu schools have
been able to retain much of its quality education because
the community has financially contributed to ensure its
success.

The Santa Monica City Council has shown its com-
mitment to local schools by giving them millions of dol-
lars every year, as well as partnering with the SMMUSD
in joint-use agreements. One example of their close ties
is City Hall and the school district operating facilities and
parks together.

Deasy characterized the relationship as a “life saver
and “critical” in the success of the SMMUSD.

City Hall recently agreed to increase its annual contribu-
tion to the SMMUSD to at least $6 million. In years prior, it
gave $2.5 million a year. That’s in addition to millions of
dollars more in in-kind services and one-time funds.

“World Famous”

PBig Dean’s Cafe

AT SANTA MoNICA BEACH
Where the “locals™ meet and the “fun loving™ tourists always return!
SUN ¢« FUN « GREAT FOOD « BEER +« WINE » MUSIC
Sports TV « 2 Qutdoor Patios « Smoking Allowed
Reasonable Prices! Children Welcome!
1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Mornica Beach in front of the historic merry-go-round, just below & southeast of the pier.

This location has been here since 1902

Discover Opportunity...

i Just two hours uway, Downtown Sun Dieygo is booming.
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2 bed 2 bath + den 1,680 sqrft ocean views!
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i 2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!! .......... $1,425,000
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Tax deductible.
No DMV hassle.
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The call is free!
And so is the pick-up!

I’ll buy or lease your
house in 7 days or less!
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No commission/fees.

866-5 2 8-6761 X 11 24 hr. recorded msg.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Local Doctor Breaks His Silence...

Back Pain Relief
Secrets Revealed!

Sacramento, CA — A

local doctor's shocking new
FREE report reveals the
truth about using over the
counter drugs, and even pre-
scribed drugs to fix the real

cause of your low back pain:
They don't work!

If you've been told you
need surgery on your low
back, you must find out the
#1 reason most low back
surgery's are ineffective or at
best only offer short-term
pain relief.

Readers will also discov-
er what many university

studies have proven to be
the most effective, safest,
and longest lasting treat-
ment for eliminating YOUR
low back pain.

Don't suffer with your
pain another day because
you don't have to!

To receive a copy of the
FREE report entitled: ""The
Truth About Low Back
Pain And How To Eliminate
It Once And For All
Without Drugs Or
Surgery!" call toll-free 1-
888-241-2207 and listen to
the 24 hr. recorded message.

wedding special

Let us photograph your next event.
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