
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM BLVD. — Honda of Santa
Monica has been put on probation
by the Department of Motor
Vehicles after the dealership’s sales
employees were convicted of
defrauding customers out of hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars.

The dealership, which was
owned by Kramer Motors Inc.
when the fraud occurred, will have
its license placed on probation for
five years. Under terms of a settle-
ment agreement between the deal-
ership and the Los Angeles District
Attorney’s Office, Honda of Santa
Monica also has paid $75,000 in
penalties to the DMV. In addition,
the dealership will undergo six
audits by DMV investigators over
the next five years to ensure cus-
tomers are not being ripped off.

“They will have to open their
books to auditors to make sure they
are not repeating the same mis-
takes,” said DMV spokesman Mike
Miller, adding that the audits will
not necessarily be announced or
scheduled with dealership repre-
sentatives. “It’s a checks and bal-
ances ... reviewing the contracts,
going line by line to make sure the
customers understand what they are
paying for.”

Shellie White, 30, was apprehended in
Roanoke Rapids, N.C., in March, two
years after she fled Arizona with her
two children in a custody dispute with
her ex-husband. For most of the two
years, she has been living as a man
(with a female partner), having con-
vinced the kids, now aged 6 and 8,
that she is actually their father.

“The cure for boredom is curiosity.
There is no cure for curiosity.”

DOROTHY PARKER
AMERICAN AUTHOR, HUMORIST, POET

Today is the 129th day of 2006.
There are 236 days left in the year.

On May 9, 1961, Federal Communica-
tions Commission chairman Newton N.
Minow condemned television pro-
gramming as a “vast wasteland” in a
speech to the National Association of
Broadcasters.
In 1502, Christopher Columbus left
Cadiz, Spain, on his fourth and final
trip to the Western Hemisphere.
In 1754, a cartoon in Benjamin
Franklin’s Pennsylvania Gazette
showed a snake cut into sections,
each part representing an American
colony; the caption read, “Join or die.”

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

Horoscopes
Play away, Gemini 2

Snow & Surf Report
Water temperature: 61° 3

Opinion
Don’t hate the player 4

State
Enemy mine 7

SM Parenting
Mommy need a timeout? 8

National
Gas cap evaporates 10

People in the News
Rocker on the rebound 11

Comics
Laugh it up 12

Classifieds
Ad space odyssey 13-15

INDEX

TODAY IN HISTORY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Visit us online at smdp.com TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2006 Volume 5, Issue 152

A newspaper with issues
Santa Monica Daily Press

8  20  39  53  55
Meganumber: 10
Jackpot: $66M

6  20  27  37  43
Meganumber: 22
Jackpot: $25M

17  19  21  22  24

MIDDAY: 1 9 7
EVENING: 9 5 3

1st: 09 Winning Spirit
2nd: 07 Eureka !
3rd: 08 Gorgeous George
RACE TIME: 1.42.49

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game infor-
mation and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retail-
ers. Visit the California State Lottery web site: http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102
Santa Monica, CA 90403

GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers
on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL
Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

Back by popular demand...

01578836www.santamonicamusic.com

CONGA DRUM
SALE

25% OFF
(310) 453-1928

1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

They’ve got high hopes

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Daily Press Staff Writer

SAMOHI — Showing that the
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District is still a leader in
preparing students for life beyond
the classroom, a group of would-be
entrepreneurs here recently took
home first- and third-place honors
in separate competitions involving

some of the best and brightest from
across the country.

Over the last weekend in April,
students from Santa Monica High
School’s Project Echo — a class
that teaches students how to man-
age their own businesses — nearly
swept all available categories at the
California SAGE competition held
in Chico, taking first place overall,
as well as top honors in six of eight

events, which measured a team’s
community outreach plan, business
models and presentations to
prospective investors.

CONSENT AGENDA

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — The City Council
tonight is expected to approve a
series of measures that will cut costs
and increase revenues, all while
providing summer programs for

youth and affordable housing for
families seeking home ownership.

While the exact amount is yet to
be determined because of a pending
real estate deal and uncertainty
regarding federal grant funding and
commercial development, the City
Council’s actions could save residents

as much as $86,000 and generate
over $16.4 million this year alone. 

Much of that money, around
$14.2 million, would come from a
Los Angeles County sales tax used
to fund public transportation,
including Santa Monica’s Big Blue
Bus, according to a city staff report.

The remainder of the revenues
and cost savings will come in the
form of new lease agreements with
businesses at the Santa Monica
Airport; a less-expensive advertis-
ing contract with the Santa Monica

Trumping the competition
Samohi students show business acumen

Honda on
probation
in wake of
fraud case

“It was crazy ... It was
a great moment.”

CHRIS PETERSON 
PROJECT ECHO, STUDENT

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Aerial artist John Quigley organizes participants into the image of a circle with the word ‘hope’ and a profile of a child’s
face during the ‘Worlds Aids Orphans Day, Circle of Hope’ event at Santa Monica Beach on Sunday.

City Council spending money to make money
Editor’s note: This story is part of an ongoing series that tracks the city’s expenditures appearing on upcoming Santa Monica City Council consent agendas. Consent agenda items are
routinely passed by the City Council with little or no discussion from elected officials or the public. However, many of the items have been part of public discussion in the past.

See CONSENT, page 6

See SM HONDA, page 5See DOWN TO BUSINESS, page 7



LOCAL ❑ STATE

The students received $4,000 for the victory and
advance to the next round in New York, which will pit them
against winners from nine other states. The team that pre-
vails there will compete in the international competition in
Shanghai, China, this August.

“It was crazy,” said Project Echo student Chris Peterson of
the team’s victory at SAGE, which stands for Students for the
Advancement of Global Entreprenuership. “Teachers started
crying, we were all cheering. It was a great moment.”

BUZZER BEATERS
That same weekend, Samohi’s Science Bowl team took

third place in the Department of Energy National Science
Bowl, which pits teams from 65 schools across the country
against one another to see who knows more about biology,
chemistry, astrology, physics and more.

The competition is like the game show “Jeopardy,”
where students are required to buzz in to answer a ques-
tion. If they do so correctly, they are awarded points based
on the difficulty of the question.

Samohi students were chosen out of more than 12,000
students who participated in 65 regional science bowls.
Samohi’s team was the champion of the regional competi-
tion held at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

The third place finish was the best Samohi has done in
the national competition, according to team member
Dimitry Petrenko, who participated in his first bowl after a
year on the scout team.

“We definitely had a shot at winning this year, but luck
didn’t fall our way on a few questions,” Petrenko said. “I’m
not disappointed with the result at all. I think it was a great
experience and we definitely learned a lot of things that
will help us improve our odds for next year.”

Samohi’s science department will receive a $1,000
reward, as did each of the schools with a team finishing in
the top 16.

“We are very proud of the hard work and successful
efforts of our Science Bowl team, under the leadership of
Mr. Ingo Gaida,” Samohi principal and chief education
officer Ilene Straus said last week.

NOT CLOCKING OUT
Students who chose to join these teams do so knowing

they will have to put in a lot of extra work outside of nor-
mal school hours. To prepare for the SAGE competition,
Project Echo students spent the majority of their spring
break at school, perfecting their presentations.

For the Science Bowl team, students have been preparing
all school year, devoting time before and after school to study-
ing their material and participating in mock competitions.

“It’s really exciting to see the kids do so well after all the
hard work they’ve put into this,” said Teri Jones, an instruc-
tor for Project Echo. “Because of their effort, we’re proba-
bly the most hated high school in the state since we took
first place in just about every category.”

Project Echo members will leave for Brooklyn on May
24 to compete that weekend. SAGE is providing some
funding to help pay for hotel rooms and meals, but students
are still short about $350 per person. Some may be able to
raise the money themselves, but Jones said any money
donated would be much appreciated.

“Not every kid can afford this trip, but they all deserve
to go,” Jones said.

Those wishing to donate funds, can contact Jones at

www.tjones@smmusd.org.
In the meantime, Project Echo kids are hard at work,

refining their presentations and building on suggestions
received by judges at the state level.

“We need to improve how we carry ourselves, how to
adapt to a different environment like New York, with a dif-
ferent community, different experiences, but we are work-
ing on getting all the jitters out,” Peterson said. “Right now,
it seems we’re busy trying to raise money for the trip.”

Peterson said the team still hasn’t had time to celebrate
the win, except for  a trip to an ice cream parlor in Chico.

“I think we’re all just too excited about New York,”
Peterson said. “We’ll have some extra days to go sightsee-
ing, explore Manhattan a little. I think that will be our time
to kind of sit back and enjoy what we’ve accomplished.
Hopefully, though, we won’t have that much time to enjoy
it because we’ll be busy preparing for Shanghai.”
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(310) 395-0956
Mon-Fri — 7:30 - 5:30

Sat — 8:00 - 5:00
“See us for a complete line of windows and doors”

FISHER
Hardware & Lumber

NEW LOCATION
1600 Lincoln Blvd.

(corner of Lincoln and Colorado)

5 PC. ONE COAT
TRAY SET

Includes 2 One Coat semi-smooth covers,
roller, frame, edger, and plastic tray.

789909(1-6)

$7.99

By The Associated Press

LIHUE, Hawaii — A mother who saved one son from a
strong ocean current off the island of Kauai died Monday
morning after she was pulled from the ocean during a
failed attempt to save another son.

Jennifer White, 32, of Gunnison, Colo., brought her 8-year-
old son to shore at Anahola Bay on Saturday and then swam
back into the water to attempt a rescue of her 9-year-old boy.

White lost consciousness and suffered injuries during
the effort. A bystander rescued White, who was in critical
condition until she died.

Scuba divers and other rescuers were searching Monday
for the 9-year-old, said Kauai County spokeswoman Mary

Daubert.
They also were looking for 17-year-old John Dacuycuy,

a Kapaa High School student who also disappeared
Saturday in a separate incident near Nukolii Beach.
Dangerous current pulled him out into the sea while he was
swimming with friends.

Both boys were dragged into deeper waters off different
beaches on the island’s east coast. Waves were in the 8-foot
range with winds blowing at about 20 mph, said Coast
Guard spokeswoman Petty Officer Jennifer Johnson.

Kauai Fire Chief Robert “Bob” Westerman said strong
onshore winds created extremely hazardous conditions,
with turbulent waters and poor visibility.

The names of the children had not been released. 

Mother dies after saving son

INEXPENSIVE,, QUALITYY CARPETT CLEANING
residuee freee ** antii soilingg treatmentt ** 11 hourr dryy time

APARTMENTT SPECIAL:: $255 PERR ROOM.. 
FREEE HALLWAYY CLEANING

22   roomm minimum,, includess freee pre-vaccumingg 

Rob’ss Carpett Caree 310-729-2931

Police uncover explosive stockpile
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Police found a small arsenal in the
home of a man arrested after shots were fired into the air
while he drove through his neighborhood, authorities said.

Officers found 21 guns, many of them assault
weapons, and at least 10,000 rounds of high-caliber
ammunition Saturday night as they searched the San
Pedro home of Salvador Rodriguez, 41, police Lt.
Roger Murphy said.

Rodriguez told investigators he was upset about los-
ing his job and was struggling with marital problems,
Murphy said.

“There’s every indication he was perched right on
the edge of Armageddon,” Deputy Chief Earl
Paysinger said.

Rodriguez had his 13-year-old son with him as he
fired the .44-caliber rounds into the air from his semi-
automatic handgun, Murphy said.

A resident who heard the shots told police he saw
Rodriguez get out of his car with a handgun and run
into his apartment.

Police surrounded his apartment and persuaded him
and his son to come outside.

Enemy mine
By The Associated Press

TEMECULA — About 1,000 residents put on dust masks
and marched a half-mile to rally against a proposed grav-
el mine being considered by Riverside County officials.

The marchers said Sunday that the quarry would be
bad for the environment and damage the quality of life
for area residents.

Granite Construction officials have argued the mine is
needed to supply a shortage of construction and asphalt
materials in Riverside and San Diego counties. Critics at
the rally said the mine wouldn’t help nearby develop-
ment, citing a report by Granite Construction showing 70
percent of the gravel will go to San Diego County.

STATE BRIEFS

Students, schools reaping the rewards
DOWN TO BUSINESS, from page 1

“Not every kid can afford this trip,
but they all deserve to go.”

TERI JONES
PROJECT ECHO, INSTRUCTOR

DONATE Your Vehicle

1-866-7REDCROSS 
American Red Cross

Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs 

Tax deductible.
No DMV hassle. 

The call is free!
And so is the pick-up!
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