
Controversial charter
amendment averted

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

COUNCIL CHAMBERS —
Local school supporters abandoned
their campaign for an unprecedent-
ed amendment to the city charter
Tuesday after elected officials nar-
rowly agreed to back a compro-
mise that will guarantee $6 million
a year to the school district.

Before casting the deciding vote
in favor of the compromise, City
Councilwoman Pam O’Connor
demanded school leaders do a bet-
ter job of financial reporting. She
also lashed out against district offi-

cials and members of the
Community for Excellent Public
Schools, the group that drafted the
proposed charter amendment. 

City Council members felt CEPS
backed them into a corner with its
ultimatum — either increase fund-
ing voluntarily, or be forced to by
the charter amendment.

“Frankly, I have a lack of confi-
dence,” O’Connor said. “I have a
lack of confidence in the leadership
of the school district and the so-
called advocates of public educa-
tion … The school yard bully’s
approach to public policy is one of
using misrepresentations and
threats. It’s one that says, ‘Hey,
extortion is a way to make policy.’

“You’re not drunk if you
can lie on the floor

without holding on.”
– Dean Martin
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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

■ Cardinal Rules, Broken: (1) Don't
Carry Around the Holdup Note:
Christopher Alexander Fields, 42,
was charged in Hillsborough, N.C.,
in January after police found him
acting suspicious in front of a
Central Carolina Bank branch. The
only real evidence of his intention
was a note in his backpack reading
"I want $10,000 in $100 bills. Don't
push no buttons, or I'll shot (sic)
you." (2) If You're Paying With
Counterfeit Money, Pay and Go:
Anthony Lee Lamb, 20, and two
alleged accomplices were arrested
in Berea, Ky., in March after Lamb
paid for a meal at a McDonald's and
then sat down to eat it, thus giving
the manager a chance to examine
Lamb's $20 bill more carefully.

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard 

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
13, 11, 3, 33, 16

Meganumber: 11
Jackpot: $13 million

FANTASY 5
20, 22, 24, 28, 34

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 1, 9, 7
Evening picks: 9, 6, 8
DAILY DERBY

1st Place: 07 Eureka
2nd Place: 11 Money Bags

3rd Place: 03 Hot Shot
Race Time: 1:40.07
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Locanda del Lago executive chef Davide Vedovelli on Wednesday
directs high school students Regan Baumarten, Jessa Sidlo, Ayla
Raro, Barry Taft and Sklyar Nathanson (not pictured), on how to fill
homemade raviolis.The culinary lesson was part of a student field trip.

Chef adds a pinch of
flavor to Samohi menu
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

PROMENADE — High school students have learned a new word
in biology class — “slowcook.”

It sums up the lost experience of cooking and eating together — a
rarity for many families these days. That’s why Santa Monica High
School teacher Eileen Hiss took 20 of her students to Italian restaurant
Locanda del Lago at the corner of Arizona Avenue and the Third
Street Promenade on Wednesday.

She wanted them to see firsthand what it means to share a culinary
experience with each other. Together, with the help of Lago’s executive
chef, Davide Vedovelli, the students made their own pesto ravioli from

See EATS, page 6

Backed into a
corner, city finds
cash for schools

See CEPS, page 5

Gov. reaches accord
with local officials
SM stands to lose $2.7M
in revenue next year

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Officials here
reacted with “cautious optimism”
Wednesday to a proposal unveiled
by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
intended to spare local govern-
ments from the state budget ax.

The agreement — reached
between Gov. Schwarzenegger
and local officials from around the
state — proposes protections for
California’s cities and counties,
but allows for the state to hold
onto $2.6 billion in local revenues
over the next two years. 

For Santa Monica, that means
losing an estimated $2,716,305 in
the coming fiscal year and the
same amount in 2005-2006,
according to an analysis per-
formed by the California League
of Cities. In 2007, Santa Monica
will receive an estimated “back-

See BUDGET, page 6

CITY HALL:
DOLLARS & SENSE

A month-long series examining 
Santa Monica City Hall finances

“Sacramento looks
to local government

as the fall guy.”

– SUSAN MCCARTHY
City Manager
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fill” of $1,593,816.
City finance director Steve Stark said

those numbers may fluctuate because the
amount of money cities will be out of pock-
et ranges from 2 percent to 4 percent of their
general fund, according to the parameters of
Schwarzenegger’s deal. City Hall has bud-
geted $4.2 million this year for uncertainties
from Sacramento and Stark said none of that
money has so far been used.

The one certainty, said City Manager
Susan McCarthy, is uncertainty.

“It means that we have two more years
of subsidizing the state. These are rev-
enues that come from the local communi-
ty that the state retains,” she said.
“Sacramento looks to local government as
the fall guy ... They have a huge problem
and there isn’t a magic solution.”

Guarded optimism has become the
mantra at City Hall, as sales tax and other
revenues have increased over the last
year, while the state funding crisis looms. 

City Hall revised its projected $353
million budget for this year to $381 mil-
lion in the middle of the year, due to a
recovering local economy. The fiscal year
ends June 30 and copies of the proposed
budget for next year are currently being
printed. Details will be released Tuesday.

The agreement put forward by Gov.
Schwarzenegger is an improvement for
local governments over what was outlined
in his January budget — and because of
the safeguards it proposes down the line,

it was endorsed by the executive commit-
tee of the California League of Cities.

Under the new proposal, $350 million
of the $1.3 billion annual loss will be car-
ried by cities; $350 million by counties;
$350 million by special districts; and
$250 million by redevelopment agencies.

Also part of the plan is to make perma-
nent the current vehicle license tax cut
and put on the November ballot a consti-
tutional amendment that would guarantee
local government’s property, sales and
vehicle license fee revenues not be
siphoned off by Sacramento problems.

“With this agreement, I am keeping my
promise to cities and counties to ensure
that local governments have a reliable
revenue stream to pay for local services,”
Gov. Schwarzenegger said in a prepared
statement. “This agreement is another
example of the new spirit of cooperation
and a new respect between state and local
governments in California ...

“We protected local governments when
I repealed the car tax, and then restored
funding for local services,” Gov.
Schwarzenegger added. “We worked
together to pass Propositions 57 and 58, to
tackle the inherited debt and end deficit
spending. We worked together to reform
workers’ compensation which will free up
more local funding. I applaud everyone
who worked so hard to make this happen.
This is a victory for local government, for
people who rely on local services and for
all Californians who want their leaders to
work together.”

BUDGET, from page 1

‘Supersize Me’ a class
assignment at Samohi
scratch — with ingredients from the local
farmers’ market. The students were split
into three groups, and made their own
pesto sauce. Each one was then judged by
Lago owner West Hooker and Vedovelli.
The winning group will be treated to a
pizza on the house.

Hooker is part of an international move-
ment called “Slowcook.” Created by a chef
in Italy, the movement is in response to a fast
food restaurant entering a small town in the
chef’s home country. Now, there are
“Slowcook” chapters throughout the world,
designed to remind people that dining should
be a shared experience — full of conversa-
tion, debate and bringing one another closer.

“I was shocked at the number of kids
who eat alone,” said Hiss, who teaches
ninth grade biology and health at Samohi.
“And we wonder why they don’t have any
social skills ... this is really about de-iso-
lating kids ... and they love eating.” 

Hiss’ students work in Samohi’s garden,
where they grow vegetables and fruit like let-
tuce, radishes, peas, onions and strawberries.
After they watch their garden grow, students
harvest the food and use it to for class recipes.

Hiss tries to incorporate culinary explo-

ration into her classroom — she has taken
them in the past to genetics conferences and
on Friday she’ll take them to see the movie,
“Supersize Me,” based on a man who eats
nothing but McDonald’s for an extended
period time to see its health effects.

Hiss hopes that nutrition and culinary
arts make into the curriculum for all
grades at Samohi.

“We do have the resources to do it
across the board,” she said. “The key is
getting the kids to buy into it.”

Cities to carry $350M
burden for California
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Megan Sheehy of Locanda del Lago and
farmers’ market supervisor Laura Avery do
a taste test with high school students on
their homemade pesto sauce.
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