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amonhi students helping Uganda

BY MELODY HANATANI

Daily Press Staff Writer

SAMOHI  The atrocities being exacted on young children in
Northern Uganda might be a world away, but the distance isn't
stopping a group of local teenagers from doing what they can to
raise awareness about the devastation in the African country.

Over the past few months, the socially minded Santa Monica
High School students have engaged in an array of fundraising
tactics, everything from selling T-shirts to asking mom and dad
straight up for money. It was an all-out attempt to meet their
$20,000 fundraising goal by midnight tonight to build schools in
Northern Uganda.

The African country has been scarred by civil war since the
early 1980s, a clash between the Uganda government and the

rebel group Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). The schools in
Northern Uganda have been torn apart as a result of the conflict,
leaving young children without a means to education.

Spearheaded by Schools for Schools, part of non-profit
organization Invisible Children, the project pits high schools
and colleges across the country against one another in friendly
competition, each school trying to raise as much money possi-
ble to build 10 schools in Northern Uganda.

Samohi is among more than 50 schools in its region, helping
raise more than $139,000 to build the Sacred Heart Secondary
School. Clustered in the same region are local Southern
California schools like Brea Olinda High School, Los Altos High
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Invisible Children” aims to assist students in Uganda.

Santa Monica High
kids help Uganda
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School, University of Southern California and
the University of San Diego.

Leading the pack is Santa Monica High
School, which bumped its total from a lit-
tle more than $17,000 to about $20,300
with a donation on Monday from an
anonymous donor who cut a check for
three grand.

“l wanted to set a high goal even if we
don’t reach it,” said Samohi senior and
project leader Kelly Snyder.

The project was introduced to the student
body by Snyder, who has been involved with
Invisible Children after watching a documen-
tary by the same name two years ago.

The documentary focuses on four young
Uganda boys — Jacob, Tony, Thomas and
Boni — and tells the story of their abduction
and survival through their eyes. The directors
— Jason Russell, Bobby Bailey and Laren
Poole — embarked on a trip to Uganda a few
years ago and were horrified to discover young
children were being trained as fighters by the
LRA for their campaign. While many remain
prisoners, some have managed to escape.

A big fan of the movie, Snyder has seen the
documentary more than 20 times herself.
Inspired, she asked every Social Studies teacher
at Samohi to show the documentary in their
classes this year.

Snyder then convinced the school to hold a
series of assemblies in early February after the
students had watched the film in their Social
Studies classes. It was during these assemblies
in Barnum Hall that Snyder and the core group
of students in the Northern Uganda advocacy
club proposed the Schools for Schools project.

“Our club grew three times in size
after Barnum,” said freshman and club
member Lior Nachshon.

Since then, the students have been busy
raising money, mindful that two students
from the winning school of each cluster is
invited to Northern Uganda over the sum-
mer. Two so-called “wild card” schools
nationwide will also be invited on the trip.

Aside from tapping into their parents
and friends for support, the students have
reached out to the greater Samohi com-
munity, selling “Invisible Children”
DVDs, black T-shirts reading “My heart is
in Uganda,” smoothies, and even enlisting
teachers to raise funds in their classes.

The point was to make donating money
easy for the students, Snyder said.

In club member Marisa lannaccone’s class, a
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teacher had set out a jar, asking students to
donate their change. By the time the jar was
full, it contained close to $300, said
lannaccone, a freshman.

An Advanced Placement art class hosted an
“Art for Uganda” auction, selling student paint-
ings and ultimately raising $1,100. Another
class hosted a dinner where they showed clips
of the documentary, raising $1,400.

The Schools for Schools project has put
things in perspective for these students who
say the Samohi community has been able to
unite and forget their differences, whether
they’re a senior or freshman, a social butter-
fly or socially awkward.

“This is the one place where we can
forget our differences,” said sophomore
Haley Kang.

It even makes these students reconsider
that trip to the local coffee shop to grab a
caramel mocha drink.

“Every time you go to Starbucks, you think
about what the money could go toward,” said
sophomore Casey Romaine.

To donate to Santa Monica High
School’s efforts with Schools for
Schools, visit their Web site at
http://s4s.invisiblechildren.com/school/santa-
monica-high-school. Donations must be
made by midnight.
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