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Oklahoma state Rep. Mike O'Neal,
married with three children and the
author of the state's proposed
"Defense of Marriage Act," was
charged with a felony in February for
grabbing a woman's buttocks in an
Oklahoma City bar; he was also
accused of making lewd comments to,
and chasing after, her. And one of the
sponsors of Georgia's sanctity-of-mar-
riage constitutional amendment (intro-
duced in January), state Sen. Bill
Stephens, was divorced in 1991 after
15 years of marriage but then had the
marriage no-counted ("annulled") in
order to marry a Catholic woman in
1994, according to a public records
check by Atlanta's Southern Voice.
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Santa Monica High stages

150th graduation ceremony
By Daily Press staff

SAMOHI — Seven hundred and fifty-
one Vikings sailed into adulthood Thursday
evening amid the 150th graduation ceremo-
ny at Santa Monica High School.

Thousands of friends, parents and
community leaders attended the com-
mencement event, cheering and snapping
photos as the students filtered into the
Greek Theater.

“I have never been so mindful as in
today’s society that being men and
women of integrity is a tough task,” said
John Deasy, superintendent of local
schools. “Wherever you go and whatever
you do, you will always be a graduate of
Samohi and make us proud.”

The ceremony was punctuated by sev-
eral student speeches and songs, including
a tap dance performance by Maud Arnold
and a presentation of the “Ten things to do
before you enter the real world,” by grad-
uating students Amelia Katkov, Elena
Megalos and Thalia Roussos.

Among the ten things the trio suggest-
ed was to climb to the top of the stairs in
the history building and look out at the

John Wood/Daily Press
CLASS ACT: Samohi graduate Maud
Arnold performs “Tapping into the
Future” to the delight of thousands of
students and supporters.

ocean, take lots of pictures, spend an
entire day alone and write letters to the
people who’ve had an influence on you —
even if they are never able to read them.

Samohi began as the Sixth Street
School in 1891. The cornerstone of the
current school was dedicated in 1912, and
today the campus covers 33 acres.

Maria Shriver, First Lady of California, signs a copy of her book about Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, “What’s Happening to Grandpa?” for Nat Trives, a former mayor and current
chairman of the local chamber of commerce. Shriver spent Thursday afternoon signing
copies of the book at Room with a View, a home furnishings store on Montana Avenue.
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Turning tail:
Squirrels best
be moving on

Health officials demand that SM poison
ground squirrels; Council begs to differ

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A contentious dispute over whether
Santa Monica’s ground squirrels should be poisoned to
prevent outbreaks of the bubonic plague has pitted local
leaders against Los Angeles health authorities.

The City Council this week voted to look into alter-
native ways of dealing with the local California ground
squirrel population, considered dangerous because it is a
host to fleas, which carry the deadly plague. Nationwide,
10 to 15 people die from the plague each year, mostly in
rural areas.

Officials from the Los Angeles County Health
Department twice recently demanded Santa Monica kill
off its resident ground squirrel population, saying if City
Hall doesn’t do the work, they will. At issue are the many
ground squirrels living inside the Palisades Bluffs, above
the Pacific Coast Highway.

Members of the City Council broached the con-
tentious issue late Tuesday, after passing a budget for the
coming year and hashing out a proposal for an $11.50
minimum wage for government workers. Some on the
council said the squirrels need to be killed to protect the
safety of residents, adding alternatives are too costly.
Others argued it’s inhumane to kill the playful animals.

“If your dog has fleas, you don’t kill your dog,” said
City Councilman Kevin McKeown, kicking off a divi-
sive, hour-long debate on the dais.

NUTS ABOUT SQUIRRELS

Perhaps the most ardent supporter of the ground
squirrels was Councilman Ken Genser, who suggested
City Hall disregard the county mandate.

“I don’t know what the county would do, but I think
if we’re serious about trying to solve the problem, and
maybe not following the order strictly, I think we should
maybe not be so much asking the county — but telling
them what we intend to do, and leaving it at that,” Genser
told his colleagues.

“There is a human dimension to this,” he added. I
know, certainly for certain individuals in my family, the
squirrels are a very important part of their recreation.
And I think they bring a lot of pleasure to a lot of people
in this community.”

McKeown said he hoped to avoid disobeying a coun-
ty order, but emphasized he feels strongly about saving
the squirrels. He pointed to Riverside, Santa Barbara
and Ventura, and said City Hall should follow their
method of treating the squirrels for fleas, rather than
killing them outright.
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