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DISTRICT HDQTRS — Local pub-
lic schools continue making gains
on two assessments crucial to eval-
uating the district’s performance.

The Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District released
on Thursday last year’s Academic
Performance Index (API), show-
ing overall gains for Santa Monica
and Malibu public schools. 

For the 2004-05 school year,
the SMMUSD earned an API of
806, eclipsing the California stan-
dard mark of 800 for the first time.

“Our improvement is remarkable
for a district that continues to score
well above state and county levels,”
said John Deasy, superintendent. 

Last year marks the third in a
row the SMMUSD has enjoyed
significant improvement on the
API, according to records.

School officials said the API is
the cornerstone of the California

Public Schools Accountability Act,
intended to measure the academic
performance and growth of the local
public education establishment.

The numeric range for a given
district varies between a low of
200 and a high of 1000.

The statewide target for all
schools is 800.

Deasy said the formula to
determine a district’s API score is
complicated, but it includes such
factors as student achievement on

standards-based tests, attendance
rates and results from the state’s
high school exit exam.

In 2002-03, the SMMUSD
received a 780 API score, 20
points short of the state’s goal for
the district. Two years ago, the
district improved by 10 points to
790. By 2004-05, local schools
managed to improve an additional
16 API points, for an 806 rating,

“Nothing succeeds, they say,
like success. And certainly 
nothing fails like failure.”

MARGARET DRABBLE
BRITISH AUTHOR

In separate incidents on Tuesday, July
26, mothers in Falls Church, Va., and
Zephyrhills, Fla., kicked their young
sons (ages 4 and 7, respectively) out of
their cars on busy highways and aban-
doned them as punishment for back-
talk. Channoah Alece Green, 22, in
Virginia even knocked her son down
driving off on Interstate 495 as he tried
to climb back in. The problem
addressed by Lori Heine, 46, in Florida
was that her son wanted a McDonald’s
Cheeseburger Happy Meal when she
had already bought him a McNuggets
Happy Meal.

Today is the 244th day of 2005.
There are 121 days left in the year. 

On Sept. 1, 1939, World War II began
as Nazi Germany invaded Poland.
In 1923, the Japanese cities of Tokyo
and Yokohama were devastated by an
earthquake that claimed some
150,000 lives. 
In 1932, New York City Mayor James
J. “Gentleman Jimmy” Walker
resigned following charges of graft
and corruption in his administration.
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One of the charged may
have been an SMC student
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

SANTA ANA — Four men, one
believed to be a Santa Monica
College student, were indicted
here on Wednesday by a federal
grand jury for their alleged roles in
a terrorist plot to attack Southland
armed services sites and syna-
gogues, a plot that may have
included a Santa Monica military
recruitment center.

The indictment charges Kevin
James, 29, and three associates
with “conspiracy to levy war
against the United States govern-
ment through terrorism” and “con-
spiracy to possess and discharge
firearms in furtherance of crimes
of violence,” according to the
complaint filed in U.S. District
Court on Wednesday. 

James, a U.S. national, alleged-
ly founded the radical Islamic
organization Jam’iyyat Ul-Islam

Is-Saheeh (JIS) in 1997 while
serving time in California State
Prison-Sacramento. As part of his
recruitment efforts, James secretly
distributed a document to fellow
prisoners that included his reli-
gious teachings as well as the “jus-
tification” for killing non-follow-
ers, including U.S. government
and Israeli interests.

In November of 2004, Levar
Washington, a U.S. national,
swore an oath to James and the JIS
while serving time in the same
prison. Upon his release later that
month, Washington, 25, allegedly
recruited co-conspirators Gregory
Patterson, 21, a U.S. national, and
Hammad Riaz Samana, 21, a law-
ful permanent U.S. resident origi-
nally from Pakistan, in order to
plot terrorist attacks and commit
armed robberies to help fund their
activities, according to the com-
plaint.

In addition to charges related to
terrorism and furthering violence,

Four indicted
for terror plot

Money pits aren’t
deterring CA buyers
BY TIM MOLLOY 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES  — Californi-
ans have the nation’s highest
home values but are stretching
further than people in most
other parts of the country to
meet their high mortgage pay-
ments, according to Census
data released Tuesday. 

The numbers reveal a trend
that isn’t surprising, said
Dowell Myers, a USC profes-
sor of urban planning and poli-
cy: Californians are willing to
sacrifice for what they perceive
to be a good investment, and so
far soaring home prices are
helping them gain equity in
those investments. 

“Californians have more
equity because houses have
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“I have found people who can well afford
private schools want to have their kids 

in good public schools, such as those in
Santa Monica, because they’re not a rarefied
atmosphere, offering real world experience.”

— JACQUIE BANKS
Real estate agent, regarding Santa Monica’s public schools

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
BUFFALO SOLDIERS: Josh Osher (left) and Mike Mease, Buffalo advocates
from Montana, took their cause, as well as a giant inflatable buffalo, to the
Third Street Farmers’ Market on Wednesday. The pair are traveling through
the southwest on a campaign to bring awareness to the dangers facing the
last genetically pure herd of wild buffalo.
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exceeding the standard by six points. 
The SMMUSD, which is ranked in the

top 1 percent of the state’s public school
systems, has achieved a level of perfor-
mance few other districts have, Deasy
said. While the district has exceeded the
800 goal, schools statewide continue to
struggle. Last year, the average API score
for districts in California was 709 — near-
ly 100 points less than the SMMUSD,
records show. 

According to Deasy, the state sets a
high standard for its schools, but may
expect too much from districts which it
fails to support adequately to meet the
lofty expectations.

The 14 schools within the SMMUSD
had an average improvement of 20 points
between 2003 and 2005. McKinley
Elementary scored the biggest gains,
going from 813 API in 2003-04 to 855
API in 2004-05, an increase of 42 points. 

Cabrillo Elementary, which fared the
worst in the district, dropped one point
from 844 API in the 2003-04 school year
to 843 in 2004-05.

Seventy percent of the schools are now
scoring above the 800 mark, compared to

just 32 percent across the state. Four
SMMUSD schools — Franklin, Point
Dume, Roosevelt and Webster elemen-
taries — scored at or above 900 API.

Santa Monica High School, which
received a 741, has improved by 21 points
since 2003-04. Overall, Samohi has
improved 47 points within the past three
years.

Deasy said this was an incredible
achievement that reflects the “power of the
re-design and smaller learning communi-
ties” that are part of the “house system,”
which has provided freshman with more
one-on-one interaction with teachers.

By redesigning the large campus into
smaller, individual ones, Samohi students
have higher attendance rates, higher
grade-point averages and lower dropout
rates; while both students and teachers
report being more satisfied with the over-
all experience, studies show.

In addition to the API results, the
SMMUSD has met its annual yearly
progress (AYP) required by the No Child
Left Behind Act, which included making
a percentage needed for student proficien-
cy in the language arts and math, as well
as boosting its API by one point.

The API and AYP results will be used

throughout the fall as the district plans for
staff development, according to one dis-
trict administrator.

Jacquie Banks, a Santa Monica real
estate agent, said the API and AYP results
also have broader impacts outside the
classroom.

Santa Monica’s continued improve-
ment on API scores would likely be a fac-
tor that continues to drive the city’s real
estate market.

“People come to Santa Monica primar-
ily because it’s an incorporated city with
its own services, but also because of the
school system,” Banks said. “I have found

people who can well afford private
schools want to have their kids in good
public schools, such as those in Santa
Monica, because they’re not a rarefied
atmosphere, offering real world experi-
ence.”

Banks said another factor that distin-
guishes Santa Monica public schools are
the parents who support them.

“It’s also been my experience as a real
estate agent that when visiting these
schools, parents are very participatory,”
Banks said. “They support a varied pro-
gram that still includes an arts and physi-
cal education, more than just the basics.”
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“When I’m not spinning the deepest tracks,
I’m reading the Daily Press.”

DJ Hugh Hererra, resident DJ, Candelas Lounge and Pinky’s - Burning Man
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School district exceeds state standards
MAKING THE GRADE, from page 1


