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Tournament with a 57-29 victory over
Channel Island High School.

With a series of fast breaks and full court
pressure, the Vikings managed to limit the
Raiders to just 16 points in the first half,
despite some poor outside shooting on their
own part.

The Vikings say they were a little too
hyped up from the adrenaline of finally
starting the season, leading to bad shooting.
That quickly changed as the Vikings settled
into their game.

The team played Calabasas High School
on Thursday night and will take on
Newbury Park High School, a team that has
turned into a rival, tonight.

“We beat them in the same tournament
last year to move on to the championship
game,” Verdugo said of Newbury on
Thursday. “They’re a proud program ... They
want payback.”

The ultimate goal this year is to win the
state championship, the same dream shared
by most every high school team. But the
Samohi girls basketball team also wants to
prove they’re legitimate state title con-
tenders. A 19th place ranking on the Los
Angeles Times list of the top high school
girl’s basketball teams in Southern
California is testament to their potential.

“We can compete with the best teams in
the state,” said senior Co-Captain Allie
Southam, the team’s starting point guard.

But with respectable rankings also comes
stiffer competition, as teams gear up for the
prospect of taking down one of the best.

“You fight like a heavyweight,” Snyder
said. “You play like a heavyweight, whether
you’re playing a lightweight or a medi-
umweight.

“You play every game like you play Long
Beach Poly.”

THE STATE PLAYOFFS
After finishing a successful regular sea-

son, the Vikings were ready to go deep in the
state tournament.

Unfortunately, their first round opponent
was Long Beach Poly, which despite holding
one of the best records in the state, had to
forfeit 22 games.

“A 20-2 record should’ve been good
enough for us to play a fairly easy first round
game,” Verdugo said.

The forfeit put Long Beach Poly dead last
and the team would not have been able to
play in the tournament if it weren’t for a
loophole in CIF — an organization govern-
ing private and public high school sports —
that allows a team into the tournament if
voted in by its league.

The Jackrabbits proved stronger, more

experienced, hit their shots and applied
enough pressure to oust the Vikings, 44-29.

“It was frustrating because of the whole
drama of how they got into CIF,” Southam
said.

The rematch between the two schools is
set for Dec. 8.

“It taught us what we needed to work on,
what the competition is like, what we need-
ed to do to improve this year,” Snyder said.

FAST FORWARD
With more experience, the Vikings

believe they have the athleticism and mind-
set to make a run for the state title.

But there are things players admit they
need to fix.

“I need to work on rebounding,” said
Snyder, who stands at 5’8”. “Most people are

taller than me so It’s important that I work
on that.”

Verdugo said the team needs to start
much faster in the game, but then again,
that’s what happens in tournaments at the
beginning of the season.

“The first thing to get tight is shooting
form,” Verdugo said. “One focus point all
year long will be rebounding. I said from the
beginning, in order for us to compete with
Poly, we are going to have to rebound.”

Already one of the smallest teams in the
league, Samohi just got smaller with the
addition of freshman Thea Lemberger, a
feisty point guard all of 5’2.”

Verdugo said he expects Lemberger to be
a star someday because of what he sees as her
“natural point guard skills and a court
vision” he hasn’t seen in a long time.

Lemberger isn’t worried about her height.
She’s been dealing with it since she started
playing the game at 4 years of age.

The height can work to her advantage,
making it easier to fake out opponents.
Lemberger sees herself being a valuable
addition to the team with her ability to help
set her teammates up for good open shots.

“I love the competition, the winning,” she
said on Thursday. “Losing is always a heart-
break, but when you win, it’s always great.”
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