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These students will compete with 16,000 students nationwide to qualify as a National Merit Finalist and be 
awarded $2500 for their college education.  Congratulations and good luck to each of you! 

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep seniors informed about timely 
information including scholarships, grants, financial aid, college testing, 
college applications and other senior activities and opportunities. All 
scholarship information, college testing (SAT & ACT) and registration, 
study guides, practice tests and fee waiver information is in the College 
& Career Center located in the administration building. Please familiarize 
yourself with the College & Career Center and get to know your College 
Counselor. Ms. Harvey works with S-A-M students and Ms. Le-Cassidy 
works with O-H-I students. Ms Estela Flores is the Office Specialist.  

UC/CSU  
Both institutions require students to apply on-line. The filing period for 

the CSUs is Oct 1–Nov 30; for the UCs is Nov 1-30.  

For the UC go to www.ucop.edu/admissions/pathways 
For the CSU, go to www.csumentor.edu 

Not sure which courses are considered extra honors credit?  
You can access Santa Monica High School’s list of a-g courses on the 
web that the UCs have approved for honors credit at: 

https://admissions.ucop.edu/doorways/list 
After you pull up the website, type in “Santa Monica High School” in the 
space provided and it will verify the school name, then click on the 
school name to access this list. By taking one of these courses, it boosts 
your gpa by one point ( a= 5, b=4, c=3). The a-g course list is approved 
by both the UC and CSU institutions. 

Mark your calendars for Santa Monica High 
School’s 19th Annual College Fair. 
When: Tuesday October 18, 2005 
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Where: Santa Monica Civic Auditorium 
Who’s going? YOU 
There will be over 150 colleges and universi-
ties and trade schools present to answer all 
your questions about their school and let you 
know what requirements are needed to be eli-
gible to qualify for their institution. 
What should I ask? We have sample questions 
and suggestions for you, please come to the 
College Center to pick them up.  

Senior Information  

Congratulations to our National Merit Semi-Finalists!!! 

Santa Monica High School, Home of the Vikings! 

The College Fair is Here!!! 

College Counselors: 
Ms. Harvey (S-A-M)  
& Ms. Le-Cassidy (O-H-I) 
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Athletics in College 
Students who intend to participate in Division I or II 
athletics as a freshman in college must register and 
be certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clear-
inghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. You must 
register by November 1 to be eligible. 



The UCs & CSUs DO NOT require letters of recommendation; in fact, they will not consider them as part of your 
application. So if you are only applying to UCs and or CSUs do not burden your teachers or advisors with writing 
one for you as it will not be accepted. Having said that, we recommend that you ask your teachers from your junior 
year for your letters of recommendation. The reason for this is that they have spent a whole year with you and have 
a good idea about the type of student you are and can site specific examples and anecdotes that private colleges are 
interested in knowing about you. A strong letter of recommendation takes time to compose and write. Please be 
courteous and give the person from whom you are requesting a letter at least two weeks notice. Most private col-
leges require two teacher recommendations and one from your advisor. This can be your house advisor or  your col-
lege advisor.  
Please fill out a “brag sheet” and make it available to those who will be writing letters for you. Assist these people 
by providing your goals, interests, possible major, activities, and achievements both in and out of school. The new 
“brag sheet” has been revised and is available in the College & Career Center, it will is also posted on the web, if 
you wish to receive it electronically, please e-mail Ms. Estela Flores, Office Specialist for the College & Career 
Center, at flores@smmusd.org. Once you have completed it, you may then send it to your teachers, advisors and 
your college counselors—Ms. Harvey’s e-mail (S-A-M) stacy.harvey@smmusd.org or Ms. Le-Cassidy’s e-mail 
(O-H-I) lecassidy@smmusd.org. Remember to also provide each recommender with a stamped envelope addressed 
to the college admissions office (if not already provided by the college) so that when the letter is composed and 
ready to go, it can be mailed directly to the colleges. Also don’t forget to tell those that helped you where you’ve 
been accepted and don’t forget to write a thank you note!  
Deadline to turn in brag sheets, requests for letters of recommendations and school reports are due 
October 1 for Early Decision/Action and November 1 for regular decision. 

Check out these resources on the web or come visit the College & Career cen-
ter—we have videos and catalogs and computers to assist you on your search 
or stop by and meet your college counselor! 

Find colleges by majors: 
www.californiacolleges.edu 
www.collegeboard.com 
www.peterson.com 
www.collegenet.com 
www.usnews.edu/college 

Page 2 Senior Newsletter 

Letters of Recommendation & Brag Sheet Information 

Still Undecided about where to go? 

lege choices and majors; this helps us in 
writing your letter of recommendation. 
Also, don’t forget to give us a copy of 
your “Brag Sheet” which helps us to in-
clude details of your activities, clubs, 
sports, languages spoken, volunteer 
work or community service and any em-
ployment history may be valid. When 
presenting the Secondary School Re-
ports from private colleges to your col-
lege counselor along with your signature 
page releasing your records, make sure 
you include a stamped envelope ad-
dressed to the college admissions office 

(if one isn’t already provided by the 
college). In addition, you will need to 
order an official transcript from Ms. 
Pat Hodges in the Records office. 
This will be included in our packet to 
the colleges, along with a copy of 
our school profile and our letter of 
recommendation. Also include due 
dates if not written on the form. 

Still searching for other private insti-
tutions? Check out the independent 
colleges in California  website below 

www.aiccu.edu 

It is your responsibility to obtain 
applications from private or out-of-
state colleges. Contact your col-
leges on the web or come on down 
to the College & Career Center be-
cause we have some of the paper 
applications on hand or we will as-
sist you in ordering one on-line. 
Many private schools also use the 
common application...this can be 
accessed via the web at 
www.commonapp.org. We also 
recommend sitting down with your 
college counselor to talk about col-

Applying to Private/Independent & out of State Colleges!!! 

Question of the month… 

What is the 

difference between 

a college and a 

university? 


