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First Read: Katrina
Strikes Close to Home

By Annie Danis

The Samo library is about
as far away from New Orleans
as Dorothy’s Kansas was from
OZ. But the effects of Hurricane
Katrinadon’tstopontheLouisiana
state line. The devastation of this
event reverberates as far as our
side of the country and will leave
a lasting mark on this nation. No
one seems to recognize this more
than Library Media Teacher Dana
Bart-Bell.

Mrs. Bart-Bell is a lithe,
charismatic woman who wears
her passion for books on her
sleeve in the form of a pin that
proclaims “read banned books.”
Inthis quiet little corner of Samo,
the effects of Katrinaare almostas
real as if she had come here and
swept all the books away.

Daughter of Louisiana
natives, Mrs. Bart-Bell is Creole
— a mix of French, African,
and Indian blood that she calls
“distinctly American.” This
cultureoriginatedin New Orleans
and is deeply rooted in the sense

of community and belonging
that the city has afforded it.
With the destruction of the city,
Mrs. Bart-Bell mourns the “loss
of communities that have been
in existence for so long.” She
goes on to explain that “a lot of
people on the west coast don’t
understand the ideaof strong ties
to one region. It’s a very mobile
culture we have out west. People
inNew Orleansare deeply rooted
there.”

Many people had trouble
leaving the area because of this
connection. Two of Mrs. Bart-
Bell’s elderly relatives “basically
gave up” and passed away when
uprooted fromtheirhomes. Ofher
“hundreds of family members,”
eighteen have seen their homes
destroyed and are now in a kind
of limbo between the lives they
once had and the prospect of
starting over. “They’re caught in
between where they don’t have
jobs and they don’t have homes,
but they don’t have any incomes
[from relief agencies].” (con’t. on
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Homes for the Homeless

By Alice Ollstein

After 16 years dealing with
the subject, Santa Monica is
implementing a new program to
combat the city’s homelessness
problem. The program would
immediately give chronically
homeless citizens apartments
of their own. City officials
announced at the City Council
meeting Sept. 13 that they would
usea$940,000grant from Housing
and Urban Developmentto begin
toimplement Councilman Bobby
Shriver’s Housing First plan.

This plan, already a success
in cities such as New York and
San Francisco, is the reverse
of traditional rehabilitation
programs which require
abstinence before housing. These
facilities, though helpful to
some, are only available to
those who are physically and
mentally able to follow the often
strict rules regarding substance
abuse and behavior. Shriver
proposed that the Housing
First pilot sites be located at the
Veterans Administration’s West
Los Angeles campus, where
the buildings in question are
currently empty and unused.
Shriver described his methods to
the Santa Monica Mirror: “When
you meet a homeless person on
the street, instead of making them
jump through a bunch of hoops
first, youjustgive themthe key to
their apartment. Then you give
them services.” These services,
linked directly to the housing
facilities, include supportive
medical and psychological care.

Samo students see the
homeless problem every day.
“It’s a little scary to be walking
around alone where there’s lots
of homeless people, like the
beach or the Promenade,” said

sophomore Rachel Horn. “But
mostly it just makes me sad to see
people without enough clothes
and food.”

The National Coalition to
End Homelessness claims that
this program is an important
step in Santa Monica’s journey to
house our homeless population:
“Youth or adults who are living
on the streets often have a mental
illness or substance addiction.
When people feel safeand secure,
they are more likely to participate
in treatment. Housing has this
effect.” (endhomelessness.org)

However, some people fear
that this is not a secure solution.
“There’s not one perfect model
to address homelessness. It’s
a complex problem that needs
many approaches,” summarized
Scott Ito, Director of Development
and Communicationsat LAHSA.
“I know students are aware of the
homeless problem justbywalking
around. Hopefully, theywill seein
theyearstocomethatthesituation
has improved.”

Future of Renaissance

By Max Jordan and Nicola
Persky

Renaissance Academy Charter
High School (RA)opened lastyearin
PacificPalisadesto providestudents
with the option of an alternative
form of public education. However,
zoning problems, an expired lease,
and a delayed matriculation date
have left students and parents
ambivalent about the school. Many
former RA students enrolled in
Samo this fall.

Afterayear of battling with the
Palisades community over its land
rights, RA lost its lease, forcing the
school to move to a new location at
1901 Bundy Ave. In addition, RA
did not receive a zoning change nor
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Samo Houses Take on More

By Analee Abbot

Due to a growing desire to
unite individual Houses, many
processes that were once the
duties of Samo Administration
are now the duties of Houses.

Redesign began three years
ago when the Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District
(SMMUSD) decided to split
Samo into six smaller learning
communities. Now, as Houses
are taking over attendance and
discipline duties, CEO/Principal
llene Strausthinksthingswill run
more smoothly: “It makes sense
to keep all things about a student
in one place. If one place knows
your attendance and another
place knows all your academic
stuff, then it doesn’t connect
very well.”

A-House Principal Wendy
Wax Gellis shares Straus’s view
of a new and improved Samo:
“Slowly but surely, students
will have a connectedness to
their houses and know that
people are really looking out for
them.” Attendance is just one of
the day-to-day things that has
switched from the responsibility
of the school to the responsibility
of the Houses. Last year, Houses
took care of attendance for one

a Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
in September for this site and was
therefore unable to open Sept. 6.
Parents were not notified until early
September that classes would be
delayed.

During the past month,
many students enrolled in other
schools. Some, however, stayed at
Renaissance, took on-line classes,
went on field-trips, and hoped that
the school would reopen officially.

On Sept. 19, RA moved to a
temporary location at the Faith
Tabernacle Church. Inaletter posted
on the school website, Executive
Director Paul McGlothlin, despite
news of the temporary location,
urged students to stay enrolled at
other schools: “Students who are

hour in the morning, and the
Attendance Office did it for the
rest of the day. Now, the Houses
(except for A period) re-admit
students from absences and
input them into the schoolwide
computer system. M-House
Secretary Leslee McGee has
mixed feelings on the subject:
“It’s good for us because we get
to know our kids better. The bad
side is obviously more work.”
She thinks that the change was
made in order to reduce the
amount of confusion regarding
attendance. “They’re trying to
get the Houses to be completely
self-contained.”

Discipline is also now done
primarily through the Houses.
According to Wax-Gellis, this
builds a steady relationship
between students and
administrators and encourages
consistency throughthe different
stages of discipline. Wax-Gellis
explains the process House
administration undergoes when
there is a problem on campus:
“Whenastudentfrom our House
gets into trouble, we take care of
the follow-through with ourown
student. However, ifan A-House
student gets in trouble with a
student from another House,
we communicate with the other

House to make sure students get
progressive discipline. We want
the same personwho hearsall the
information to do the discipline
forit.”

It’s not only a shift in duties
that is causing the Houses to
become more self-sufficient.
Samo Administration is also
looking to the Houses to create
anacademicsupportstructure for
their students. Said Straus, “We
really want to try and keep ninth
and tenth gradersintheir Houses
for all of their core classes.”

While both House and School
Administrations seem to be
handling the changes well and
aresatisfied by their success,some
Samo students feel differently. “I
feel like it’s less together this year
than last year,” said sophomore
Davita Paul. Freshman Adele
L’hrar feels even less sure about
the Houses: “l have only two
classes in my House. | don’t
understand what the Houses
mean.” Straus feels that Samo has
come a long way these past two
years, but she knows that it can
still improve. “[Administration]
now really wants to focus on
school unity. | just feel that all
of us want this...We have to
build the good will and the good
feelings.”

Academy Uncertain

attending other schools should
continue doing so until [RA] has
explored additional temporary
space possibilities,” he said. The
lettergoesontosaythatstudentswill
be welcomed back to RAas soon as
ithassecured apermanentlocation.
“Until I'm sure that Renaissance is
goingtoworkout, I'll stay at Samo,”
said a former RA student who
prefers to remain anonymous.
According to the RA website,
as of Oct. 2, classes would be held
at the Bundy site. However, a
parent-run website (rahigh-save.
org) affiliated with the school’s
websiterevealsthatthe LosAngeles
Department of Building and Safety
as well as the Fire Department
shut down RA at 12:30p.m. at the

1901 Bundy site on Oct. 3. RA still
lacked the Temporary Certificate
of Occupancy as well as the CUP
necessary to hold classes there. RA
Administration then received two
noticeswarningstudentsandfaculty
not to return. In addition, the school
violated building, health, and safety
violations since moving to the site.
McGlothlin was unavailable to
comment.

The situation has left many
studentswonderingaboutthefuture
of RA. According to RA senior Alex
Becket, the school “will definitely
reopen.” When describing the
current standing of RA, though, he
said, “A lot of kids left. The senior
class used to be about 100 or so...
not a lot have returned.”
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Caffeine: Drug of Choice

By Molly Strauss

“I'dlikeaVenti Double Choco-
late Chip Frappuccino® Blended
Creme.” We’ve all heard this be-
fore; it'sthe modernjavadrinker’s
mantra. These days, there seems
to be a Starbucks or Coffee Bean
on every corner, providing a con-
venient way to get “a cup of Joe”
and prolonging the seemingly
“harmless” routine of millions.
However, despite its popularity,
the coffee habit is not harmless.
Caffeine is just another one
of those socially acceptable
addictions, butunlikeciga-
rettesand alcohol, feware
aware of its dangerous
effects. Largelyignored
by preoccupied poli-
ticians and uncon-
scious consumers,
the coffee addictionis
damaging American
society.

The java habit has
several undesirable
consequences, espe-
cially for teenagers. And,
as evidenced by the never-
ending Ice Blended supply
oncampus, teens definitely con-
sume it. Yes, there’s Grandma’s
warning that too much coffee will
stunt your growth. But more im-
portantly, caffeine affectssleeping
patterns. Whether rehearsing for
an orchestra concert, cramming
for a Biology test, or babysitting
a little sister who refuses to fall
asleep, many of us spend hours
wishing we could just lie down.
“Teens need about 9 1/4 hours of
sleep each night to function best,”

states the National Sleep Founda-
tion. When we finally do get the
chance to curl up, it’s absolutely
necessary to make use of every
minute. Those who drink coffee
don’t have this luxury. Accord-
ing to a study by the American
Academy of Pediatrics, “Higher
caffeineintake ingeneral was asso-
ciated with shorter nocturnal sleep
duration... limitation of the avail-
ability of caffeine to

teenagers should
therefore be considered.”

There are really no two ways
about it: coffee is physically ad-
dictive. According to the Journal
of the American Medical Association,
“Caffeine exhibits the features of
a typical psychoactive substance
of dependence.” In other words,
people who stop drinking their

usual “cup a day” feel physical
and mental withdrawal. Effects
canrange fromminorgrumpiness
toseriousanxiety and depression.
Though lessobviousthan heroin’s
“cold turkey” symptoms, these
symptoms prove that caffeine is
just as addictive.

And why are addictions unde-
sirable? “Addicted” individuals
need outside assistance to live
normally, and this social and
emotional dependence is more
damaging than any physical ef-
fects. Coffee is no exception.
Senior Casey Corn gushed,
“Caffeinated coffee is my

life! I’'m always drink-
ing... something with
coffee in it.” Those
who need caffeine to
function can no lon-
ger call themselves
fully free.

Our generation
has a reputation for
being over-achiev-
ers. Dr. Mel Levine

was quoted on “60
Minutes” as saying,

“This is a generation that
has long aimed to please...
their parents, their friends,
theirteachers, their college admis-
sions officers.” Asaresult of both
external and internal pressure, we
oftentry to overdoeverything, and
we turn to coffee when we get
burned out; it allows us to go lon-
ger and achieve more. Ambitious
as we are, a balanced and healthy
lifeismoreimportantthan looking
good on college transcripts. So,
put down that cup of coffee. And
go get some sleep.

Stand Up and Pledge

By Nora Casey

Every day in homeroom we
stand up, face the flag, and recite
the Pledge of Allegiance. This
“we” usually refers to myself and
anotherthreetoseven peoplewho
see fit to take a moment to respect
the United States of America.

I, too, was once one of the
seated, until | tried to explain my
reasons for not saying the Pledge
to a friend. | defended myself
like many liberal Santa Monicans
would; I mumbled something
about separation of Church and
State and my disapproval of the
warinlrag. | considered these ad-
equate reasons. My friend turned,
looked at me, and said, “What
are you talking about?! You're
American; say the f---ing Pledge.
It’s simple.” And | realized that
he was right.

For me, the Pledge of Alle-
giance serves as a brief opportu-
nity to reflect on America. While
it reminds us of things we may
disagree with, such as being a
nation “Under God” or the Iraq
war, it also reminds us of all the
noble ideas to which our country
aspires.

Mark Twainoncesaid, “Patrio-
tism is supporting your country
allthe time, and your government
whenitdeservesit.” l understand
that many students disagree with
our government, but | do not see
how that justifies not pledging al-
legiance to your country. Feel free
to protest our President’s foreign
policy, but know that sitting dur-
ing the Pledge is an ineffective
method. America is a country.

America is a concept. America
is not George W. Bush. We can
make this nation better through
dedication to it, not by ignoring
our ties.

However, | fear the main reason
that people don’tsay the Pledgeis
pure laziness. Senior Nikki Ross
commented: “Adolescents today
don’t do [anything] unless they
are required to.” Since teachers
cannot force students to say the
Pledge, few are motivated to go
through all the trouble on their
own. | should point out that this
strenuous activity lasts a mere
sixty seconds of your life.

Am | honestly supposed to
believethatthe Pledgeistoo much
to ask of the average student?
Millions of people have fought to
preserve America and the ideals
outlined in the Pledge. Millions
of people have marched, sweated,
campaigned, rallied, and died to
create a better life for our genera-
tion and to make “The Republic...
with liberty and justice for all” a
reality. By dismissing these con-
cepts as unworthy of our time, we
disrespect all of their hard work.
Just take a moment each day to
think about our country. Think
about everything it has been, it is
today, and everything that it can
become, if we work together to
improve it.

No one should force us to say
the Pledge. As American citizens,
we should love and care about
our country. We should want to
offer our allegiance to America.
Patriotism is not bad, wrong, or a
Conservative idea. Just stand up,
open your mouth, and pledge.

Seniors Are Wondering: Are You My Counselor?

By Eliza Smith

This summer, as the dreaded
college application season ap-
proached, | decided to look over
some of the forms just to see what
I was up against. While scanning
one of the applications, |1 came
across a counselor recommenda-
tion form. Much like the letter of
recommendationwritten by teach-
ers, this form asked counselors to
describe the prospective student.
I tried to think who my counselor
was, but I justcouldn’tremember.
Thenithitme: Ifldon’tknowwho
my counselor is, how will he/she
know who | am? Moreover, how
would he/she ever be able to fill
out this form? | had thought that
with theimplementation of Rede-
sign, students would have closer
relationships with their House
counselors. | have heard House
Principal after House Principal
reiterate thisyearafteryear. Could
I have heard wrong?

When | was a Sophomore,
Redesign was in its first year,

and was far from perfect: House
staff was constantly changingand
House offices had a nasty habit
of moving around. | didn’t get
a chance to develop any kind of
relationship with my counselor,
but I assumed this was because
Redesign was new, and things
would eventually settle down.
However, | never got to know my
counselor;infact have never got-
ten to know any of my counselors
because I've had a different one
for every year I've been at Samo.
That’s four different people who
have each failed to recognize me
at the annual A-House ice cream
social!

I have to admit, the House
System has at least made it easy
tocontactmy counselor (whoever
he/she is). | know that | can turn
up at my House office and sched-
ule an appointment to change
my schedule or pick and choose
classes for the following year.
Additionally, many of these staff
changes have happened because
of personal, justifiable reasons i.e.
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maternity leave). However, when
I look around at my friends from
different Houses, | realize that
some have had greatrelationships
with their counselors that have
lasted for all four of their years at
Samo. | can’t help but feel ever-
so-slightly cheated out of what
could have been a spectacular,
long-standing friendship with
my own counselor. If Redesign
is going to function, and function
well, the Administration needs to
make sure that all students, from
all Houses, are being dealt equal
hands; the staffing imbalance
between the Houses is unfair to

students.

Glancing down at the coun-
selor recommendation form, |1
saw that my counselor would not
only have to rate my work ethic,
strengthsand weaknesses, butmy
sense of humor and social skills
as well. This complete stranger
will soon have to tell my prospec-
tive colleges how “emotionally
mature” I am, how | “react to set-
backs,” and how much “respect”
I have “accorded by faculty”
members. | have a strange feel-
ing that my brag sheet may end
up supplying the majority of this
information.

No matter how many pizza
parties or poster contests Houses
may propose in this coming year,
I don’tthink my counselor will be
able toaccurately judge my levels
of “self confidence” and “concern
for others.” If the Administration
wants to send Samo students
off to fine institutions of higher
learning, it can help by building
a strong, reliable staff, so when
it comes time for every class of
seniors to fill out these time-con-
suming forms, they can depend
on their teachers and counselors
alike to put in a thoughtful and
effective word.
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MY TURN: The Curfew Fiasco

By Kerri Epps, senior

It's Friday night. My friend
and I both have midnight curfews
set by our parents. So we were
understandably surprised when
a flashlight shone into our car at
10:30 p.m.. Though startled, we
weren’t worried; after all, what
could the cop want with two in-
nocent girls? But, unbeknownst
to us, Santa Monica has a 10 p.m.
youth curfew. The police officer
informed us of this, then explained
that curfew violation really isn’t
that big of a deal. Boy, was he
wrong.

Here’s what happened: the
police called my parents, sent me
home, and expected me to appear
in Juvenile Court. Best of all, my
record will reflect this “misde-
meanor” forever. When | appeared
beforethejudge, | had toeither pay
a fine of $290, or pay a fine of $35
and attend a four hour class for
minors about civil disobedience.
I picked the second option.

Curfew school, called the
Corrective Behavior Institute, is
basically a nice version of prison.
From filling out a booklet on my

The Vatican is preparing to bar all homosexual men from
the Roman Catholic priesthood.
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various misdemeanors, to watch-
ing a video about jail, the whole
business was a waste of time. At
the end, | received a certificate
stating my successful completion
ofthecourse. Definitely something
to save for my grandchildren.

Here’s my complaint: how
in the world was | supposed to
know about curfew? It's never
mentioned inschool oratthe DMV,
and it’s not posted around town.
I understand that negligence of
the law does not excuse breaking
the law. But come on! Let’s look
at permit and license restrictions
for drivers during their first six
months. According to the DMV,
we can drive between 5 a.m. and
12 p.m.. How are we supposed
to obey city curfew with such
conflicting information?

Yes, the point of curfew is to
protect people. Statistics show that
the rate of crime increases after 10
p.m.. Our City wants to keep Kids
off the street, and | support that.
But | don’t support the enforce-
ment of a law that no one knows
about! If | had known about cur-
few, I would have made different
plans that Friday night.

By Marissa Silverman

After a month-long appoint-
ment process, the Senate has
approved Judge John Rob-
erts as Chief Justice William
H. Rehnquist’s successor to
the Supreme Court position.
Throughouthis hearings, Demo-
cratic Senators stood divided
on whether or not to support
Bush’s conservative nominee.
When push came to shove, all
ten Republican representatives
as well as three Democratic
representatives voted in favor of
Roberts, while five Democrats
voted against him. The Roberts
hearings were just one example
of liberals’ lack of unity and
cohesiveness, hindering their
political success as a party.

Since the 2000 election of
President George W. Bush, the
Democratic party has surren-
dered political influence to the
Republican party, which still
maintains ultimate control of the
White House. Although previous
GOP decisions were not always
popular, the party led with a
cohesivenessthat the Democrats
only strive to reach—a political
strategy resultingin their 12 year
majority.

Now, | am by no means a
“bumper-sticker Bush sup-
porter.” However, Republicans
understand a key concept that
Democrats don’t: unity is ev-
erything.

The way the Democrats
handled the nomination of Judge
John Roberts and other recent
political issues was ineffective
and largely fragmented. After
Democratic Senators Patrick
Leahy, Russ Feingold, and Her-
bert Kohl assisted in the majority
“yes” forthe 13-5Roberts vote, an
outpouring of leftist anger only
further intensified the division
within the party. Leahy, who
voted in favor of Roberts and is
undeniably one of the most in-
fluential Democrats in Congress,
said, “Only later will we know if
Judge Roberts proves to be the
kind of Chief Justice he says he
would be, if he truly will be his
ownman... I readily acknowledge
the unknowable at this moment,
that perhaps they are right and |
am wrong. Only time will tell.”
Who is Leahy referring to when
he states, “they arerightand | am
wrong”? Is he in disagreement
with the Republicans, or with
fellow Democrats?

Here, in a single statement,
liesthe ultimate problem with the
Democratic party: lack of unity.
Leahy’s mind-set only divides
those who should be fighting for
a.common goal.

Anotherinfluential Democrat,
Senatorand Democratic National
Committee Chairman Howard
Dean blatantly disagreed with
his fellow party member: “[John
Roberts] is the wrong man at the
wrong time for our country- a

The Left Isn’t Right About Roberts

trait that he shares with much of
the Republican leadership, includ-
ing the President who nominated
him...Americans deserve a Su-
preme Court Chief Justice who
will stand up for their rights and
freedoms. John Roberts is not
that man.” Senator Kennedy re-
sponded inagreementwith Dean,
andinoppositionto Leahy: “There
is clear and convincing evidence
that John Roberts is the wrong
choice for chief justice. | oppose
the nomination, and | urge my col-
leaguestodothesame.” Whenthe
most influential party members
fail to present a cohesive response
to the Roberts nomination, how
can they expect to gain power in
Washington?

For the past five years, while
the Democrats divided over petty
differences, the Republicans fur-
ther united as a political posse.
However, the recent crisis over
Hurricane Katrina and the gov-
ernment’s action (or lack thereof)
has consequently lowered Bush’s
approval ratings. Thispresentsan
opportunity for liberals to unify
and gain back some power on
Capital Hill.

So, a call out to my fellow
Democrats: we need to get our
act together! If there is any hope
of regaining control, let alone
influence in Washington, we
must stand uniform and prepare
to work together. When we do,
we will enter Stage Left...the new
wave of the Demacratic party.

Point-Counterpoint: The Bible Belongs in Schools, But Where?

Caesar, Washington, Jesus...

By Daniel Galdjie

TheBibleisunquestionably one
of the most influential works ever
written. Therefore, knowledge of
the Bible provides an educational
advantage to students. Samo’s
policy of requiring the Bible as
12th grade AP summer reading
seems warranted, right? Well, no.
Although Bible proficiency is an
essential aspect of our intellectual
growth, thereare several problems
with teaching it as literature that
make it unfit for English classes.

It is extremely insensitive to
religious students to teach the
Bible as plain literature. Many
people believe that the words of
the Bible are the words of God,
and asserting in English classes
that Man conceived the Bible is
disrespectful to those students.
Conversely, teaching the Bible
as a holy book would be a gross
violation of America’s separation
of Church and State. This would
further alienate non-Christian
students, who already have to
deal with the uncomfortable real-
ity that the school district deems
their holy books unworthy of
teaching. Due to deep sensitivi-
ties regarding the Bible, English
teachers run the risk of offending
agreatdeal of students, regardless
of how they approach the text. In
its 2000 Santa Fe vs. Doe ruling,
the United States Supreme Court
characterized the issue by stating:
“School sponsorship ofareligious
message isimpermissible because
it sends the ancillary message to
members of the audience who
are non-adherents that they are
outsiders...and an accompanying
message toadherentsthatthey are
insiders.”

In other words, the Bible must

be taught if students are to have
a comprehensive education, but
teachingthe Bible in English class-
esisbound to offend and ostracize
people. Sowhatisthe bestsolution
to this apparent quandary? We
should take the Bible out of Eng-
lish classes and putitinto History
classes. Thereitcanbetaughtmore
objectively, avoiding problems
associated with analyzing the text
as literature. Placing

theBiblein History
classes will also
make it easier
to incorporate
other influ-
ential holy
books into
theteach-
ing cur-
ricu-
lum.
This will
serve two
purposes:
first, it will
lessen the es-
trangement of
non-Christian
students by ac-
knowledging the
value of their religious texts, and
secondly, itwill be eye-opening to
Christian students at Samo.

As Supreme Court Justice
HugoBlack once said: “Aunion of
governmentandreligiontendsto
destroy governmentand degrade
religion.” In order to continue to
preserve our religious freedom,
we must heed Black’s words.
Teaching the Bible in English
classes blurs this separation; the
objectivity ofaHistory classisthe
only safe haven where students
canbereligiously educated with-
outendangering the principals of
the Constitution.

The Odyssey, The Great Gatsby, The Holy Book...

By Alice Ollstein

It’severywhere. You can hardly
open a book without finding an
allusion to it. It’s hidden in paint-
ings, newspaper headlines, and
evenadvertisements. Itisthe good
ol’ Holy Bible, and to become an
educated member of society, one
must have the tools to recognize
and analyze its widespread ref-

erences. But how do

you take such a
controversial re-
ligious text into
public schools

ing Church
and State,
or offend-
ing stu-
dents?
By tak-
ing it
straight to
an English
classroom,
where students
can argue their
differing view-
points and explore
the Bible’s connec-
tions to the modern world. |
fully support assigning the Bible
as summer reading for 12AP
literature students, and kicking
the year off with an in-depth
analysis of this provocative piece
of writing.

Some believe that it’s impos-
sible for teenagers to discuss the
Bible without blood pressure
rising and personal beliefs caus-
ing verbal warfare. But | have
more faith in our generation. It’s
true that one must tread care-
fully when discussing the Bible
inschool. If teachers treat the text
asafictional story,somebelievers

might take offence. And if they
treat the text as truth, non-Judeo-
Christianscould feel alienated. But
these conflictsare opportunitiesin
disguise. Aclassdiscussionwhere
everyone held thesame interpreta-
tion would be dead and pointless.
Only conflict of opinion brings
thesediscussionsto life. Lastweek
in my English class, | listened to
two students (one thought the
Bible was complete propaganda
while the other drew spiritual
inspiration from it) discuss their
opposing views inasophisticated
andcivilmanner. I felt proud of our
generation and confident in our
ability to resolve other conflicts
with the same poise.

Studying the Bible in English
class is also essential to a well-
rounded education. English
teacher Berkeley Blatz spoke of
its literary value: “By teaching the
Bible, you can expose students to
an amazing variety of genres and

ideas. There’s the heroic saga, the
myth, the parable, there’s poetry,
and even an introduction to exis-
tentialism! You don’t have to be-
lieve in itto learn fromitand use
it. Voltaire and Steinbeck didn’t
believe in Christianity, but both
Candide and The Grapes of Wrath
are re-workings of the Bible.”

Were the Bible to be ap-
proached from a different angle,
this literary value would be lost.
When you treat it as a mere his-
torical document, a provoker of
events, you end up only studying
these eventsand stripping the text
itself of its beauty and power. It’s
finetoconnectthe Bibletoour past,
but it’s more important to con-
nect it to what happens around
us every day. After reading the
Bible and using English class as
a forum to argue and extract its
hidden connections to our lives,
| feel more prepared to meet the
world ahead of me.
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