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Community Teen Shot

By Analee Abbott
Campus Life Editor

An 18-year-old boy was shot
in the arm on the 1800 block of
PicoBlvd.onJan.3. Classified as
an “assault by adeadly weapon”
by the Santa Monica Police
Department (SMPD), officials
have not yet filed a report of an
arrest.

Two SMPD officerswhowere
onduty atthe time of the shooting
were notified of the shots. They
arrived at the scene at 4:17 p.m.
and immediately contained the
area and searched for suspicious
activity. When acar left an alley,

police followed and stopped it.

They detained the suspects
in the vehicle, and a witness of
the shooting identified one of the
people in the car as one they had
seen holding a gun.

The victim checked in to
a local hospital where he was
treatedforhisbulletwound.Police
investigations are continuing.
Anyone with information about
the incident is encouraged to
contact the Robbery-Homicide
Unit of the Santa Monica Police
Department at 458-8451. Callers
who wish to remain anonymous
may also call the We-Tip national

hotline at (800) 78-CRIME.

Yolanda King at MLK Jr.

By Nicholas Barlow
Staff Writer

Yolanda King, first born
daughter of Martin Luther King
Jr. and founder/CEO of Higher
Grounds Productions, was the
keynote speaker at the opening
of the Martin Luther King Jr.
Auditorium on the birthday of
Martin Luther King Jr., Jan. 16.
The auditorium is located at the
newly restored Santa Monica
Public Library.

King spoke at the SGI (Soka
Gakai International) Auditorium,
at 525 Wilshire Blvd., along with
anarray of inspirational readings,
music and presentations of
scholarships all honoring the
memory of Dr. King.

“My father would be
disappointed if we took this
holiday as a day to chill out; we
have other days for that,” said
King. “Today is a day on, not a
day off.”

King founded Higher
Grounds Production in 1990,
intending for it to be an
organizationdedicated tocreating
“unity by celebrating diversity,
and [helping] people embrace
their differences until difference
doesn’t make a difference.” King,
a respected actress, has played
many roles, including that of Rosa
Parksinan NBC-TV movietitled,
King. (Yolanda-King.com)

The Martin Luther King
Jr. Westside Coalition, a non-
profit coalition whose missions
are consistent with King’s
legacy,”(Santa-monica.org/news)
coordinated the free event.

The theme of the day
was “State of the Union: A
Time for Love, Not Hate; for
Understanding, Not Anger; for
Peace, Not war.”

Dr. Lawrence Edward Carter,
Sr. introduced King. Carter
is the first dean of the Martin
Luther King Jr. International

SARC Fails Report Card

By Alice Ollstein
Opinion Editor

UCLAProfessor of Law Gary
Blasi, along with several graduate
students, conducted a survey
in 2005 and determined that
California’s*“School Accountability
Report Card” (SARC) is failing to
communicate vital information
about school districts to parents
and community members of
diverse ethnicities and levels of
education.

Every school district is
required by federal and state law
topublishaSARC foreveryschool
in the district. In the UCLA study;,
subtitled “Grading the Report
Card,” Professor Blasi and his
law students used three methods
to evaluate the SARC: first with
computerized readability analysis
programs, then with in-depth
focus groups with parents, and
finally with groups of “well-
educated, civic-minded citizens”
to assess how well the SARC
enabled them to make factual
judgments about schools.

The first test utilized proven
commercial readability analysis
software to compare the SARC
to other typically “unreadable”
documents. Blasi’steamfoundthe
SARC more difficult to read than

both the Microsoft Windows XP
Software Installation Instructions
and the IRS 6251 Alternative
Minimum Tax Form. In fact, the
test revealed that one needs 17.2
years of education to properly
understand it.

In the second test, the study
constructed two diverse focus
groups from the parents on
the UCLA campus, including
professors,administrators,students
andjanitors. Besidesrevealing that
many have no idea that the SARC
even exists, the focus groups
provided further information
about the poor readability of the
report. The study also notes that
27 percentofCaliforniahouseholds
are “linguistically isolated.” This
means that no member of the
household can fully understand
English, let alone the SARC.

UCLA'sreportconcludedwith
three suggestions for improving
the SARC: “The Stateshould draw
uponoutsideexpertisetoassessthe
comprehensibility of the SARC,
the State should design, test, and
publish a more comprehensible
SARC template for use by school
districts, and the State should
requirethatthe SARCbetranslated
into languages used by significant
groupswithineachschool district’s
population.”

Last week, seniors Kevin Cooke and Dorene Lew (left) and Andres
and Richard Wong (right) celebrate during Spirit Week.
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Auditorium

Chapel at Morehouse College
In Atlanta, Georgia, and the
founder of the Gandhi Institute
for Reconciliation.

“[The day] focused on
action and service more than
remembrance, nothing somber,”
said junior Allie Sachnoff.

“[The dedication of the
auditorium] is many years due,”
said Mayor Richard Bloom,
“It is great to see it has finally
happened.”

At the entrance of the
auditorium is a plaque with a
quote by Dr. King: “l have the
audacity to believe that peoples
everywhere can have three meals
a day for their bodies, education
and culture for their minds, and
dignity and freedom for their
spirits.”

The event ended with a two-
block march to the new Santa
Monica Public Library, where the
dedication ofthe new Auditorium
took place.

Podcasting Comes to Samo

By Carl Nunziato
Staff Writer

Samo’s library has begun
posting podcasts of teachers’
lectures on the internet as part of
acontinuingattempttomodernize
the library’s resources. Podcasts,
implemented by Library/Media
Teacher DanaBartbell,are recorded
audio clips that are broadcast
online for people to download as
“on-demand” resources. Students
can store them on portable music
players such as iPods, or they
can simply use a computer, a
microphone and an internet
connection.

Bartbell chose Social Studies
Teacher Michael Felix to hold the
firstpodcastsat Samo “because his
lectures are so charismatic.” The
money for the equipment, which
consists of a 20 gigabyte iPod with
avoice recorder attachment, came
from a GATE grant.

According to a report by
Russell Educational Consultancy

and Productions,afirmspecializing

in the application of technology to
learning, can be used to capture
“the imagination of learners by
presenting materialsand providing
resources in the form of audio
or video podcasts in new and
interesting ways.” Studens can

even use them while doing other
activities such as exercising.

As of now, Samo relies on
Malibu’s internet server for
podcasting because that of Samo
is not equipped to handle large

audio files needed for podcasting.

In addition, before Bartbell makes
podcasting available to all studens,

she wants to make sure that they
will respond well to the project,
and that podcasts will not replace

library booksasresourcesforschool
projects.
Still, Bartbell hopes the project

will become a valuable tool: “The

hope is that students will just view
it as one other tool that will help

them as they do what they need

Samo Explores Idea of New Layout

By Jennifer Galamba
Staff Writer

Community members have
been discussing tentative plans
for the architectural redesign of
Samo that will take place over the
next 20 years. The Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District
(SMMUSD) hastitledthetask“The
SMMUSD Facilities Master Plan
Community Planning Project.”
City council members, members of
the SMMUSD Board of Education,
Samo parents and students have
met to consider the possibility

of a more efficiently structured
Samo.

Samo has hired members of
contract companies to observe
the students, staff and activities
that occur at Samo in order
prepare ideas for blueprints of the
exact structure of the school. The
proposal will be tentative until
approved by a board of Santa
Monica residents this summer.

The plan is only in the
beginning stages. CEO/Principal
llene Straussaid, “ Thisprogramis
juststartingnow,andinacouple of
years we will have a [permanent]

proposal, and we will need a bond
measure. It will end up being
beyond the years of most of the
students here.”
Twostudentgroupshavebeen
established to formulate solutions
to potential problems with the
redesign. Theywillalsoassistinthe
creation of the plans thatwill await
approval from the community.
Samo community members
will also contribute to the project.
AccordingtoSamoAdministration,
the participationand collaboration
of community ideals for Samo are

a priority.

Ashes and Snow in Santa Monica

By Annie Danis
Editor-In-Chief

Ashesand Snow, an exhibition
of photographs by Gregory
Colbert, residesinthetemporary
“Nomadic Museum” in the
parking lot north of the pier. The
exhibition, sponsored by Rolex,
showcases over 100 photographs
ofhumansinteracting with exotic
animals. The exhibition opened
Jan. 14 and will be on display
through May 14.

Colbert spent over 14
years traveling to Asia, Africa,
Antarctica and the Middle East,
trying to capture, as he said in

a press release, “the common
ground that once existed when
people lived in harmony with
animals.” Each photograph is
printed in sepia tones on hand-
made Japanese paper and strung
between wires, keeping the
photos unfettered by frames.

The 56,000 sqg. ft. Nomadic
Museum features innovative
sustainable architecture. Paper
tube columns and 152 steel
cargo containers comprise the
two-story lofted space, giving
viewersplenty of roomtoabsorb
Colbert’s large prints.

Ashes and Snow, the title of
this exhibition, is a reference to

Colbert’s novel, Ashes and Snow:

A Novel in Letters, in which aman
writes 365 lettersto hiswife while

on a spiritual journey in nature.

Thenovelisreferencedinafilm of

Colbert’s expeditions that serves

as a focal point for the exhibit.

The Ashes and Snow
Education Outreach Program
offers free admission for all
K-12 student groups with a
reservation. All Santa Monica

schools and Title | schools in
the greater Los Angeles area are
automatically eligible for a bus

grant. For more information on

the exhibit, visit Ashesandsnow.
com.
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A Teen Driver’s Plea for Rights

by Eliza Smith
Feature Editor

The driver’s license used to be
the adolescent’s symbol of free-
domandindependence. However,
because the State government
constantly implements new rules
and regulations, getting a license
is now more difficult than ever.
Restrictive curfews and age limits
are notonly discouraging butfrus-
trating. Now, withthearrival of yet
another law for underage drivers,
curfew has moved frommidnight
to 11:00 p.m., and teens cannot
drive passengers under the
age of 21 without supervi-
sionofanadultforanentire
year after receiving their
license. Furthermore, this
law is retroactive: all mi-
nors who patiently waited
their six months to drive
passengers must give up
their chauffeuring rightsand
wait an additional six months.
This new law is another case of
unnecessary teen driver disen-
franchisement.

Many drivers who have been
behind the wheel for over six
months feel the law unreasonably
affects them, as it takes away the
rights they’ve waited so long to
obtain. “After half a year you’'re
experienced enough to drive
peoplearound,” said junior Taylor
Black. “Everyone [before this new
law] got to drive people after six
months. Why do we have towait?”

As a member of this group, | am
infuriated. | passed the test: the
DMV guaranteed me the right to
ferry around passengers under
21 after six months of having my
license. However, onlJan. 1, in ad-
dition to removing this right, my
curfew was bumped up an hour.
How can the lawmakers actually
expectteendriverstoobey the law
after their feelings have been so
blatantly ignored?

According to TheAutoChan-
nel.com, “The new law should
further reduce teen crash deaths
and injuries which have already
been significantly reduced by the
existing [six month] law.” If the
law was effective, why has yet
another been devised? Moreover,
why isitretroactive? StevenBloch,
Ph.D., Senior Research Associate

at the Auto Club explained, “The
number of crashes involving
California’s 16-year-old drivers
between 11 p.m. and midnight is
nearly 13 percent higher than we
would expect.” However, an ear-
liercurfewcould lead toeven more
reckless driving as teens hurry to
get home on time. And, let’s face
it, teens who drink will have one
lesshourtosober up after the party
before driving home. Ultimately,
more tickets will be passed out to
drivers breaking the curfew law;
eventually, no one will have any
incentive to drive. The State
should find a better way to
elminate grid-lock than tak-
ing rightsaway fromteens
who rely on their cars for
daily transportation.
Instead of further lim-
iting our rights, the State
governmentshould focus
on drivers’ education.
Those Red Asphalt videos,
cheesy as they were, scared
me out of drunk driving for
good. Unreliable online driving
courses could be limited, and
behind-the-wheel training could
be emphasized and increased
from the current three sessions
to four or even five. My peers are
already responding negatively to
the new law; many are likely to
rebel against it. The State should
realize thatteenswon’trespond to
laws they feel are unfair, but will
respond to tedious but enriching
and practical drivers’ training.

The Six Commandments
of Cell Phone Etiquette

Hannah Bernstein
Staff Writer

Every new technological de-
velopment comes with its own
problems and annoyances. Samo
students have becomesoaddicted
totheircell phonesthatthey spend
passing periods checking their
voice mail and class periods text
messaging under their desk. |
believe it’s time for a few simple
do’s and don’ts to prevent cell
phone insanity.

1.DOsilence your phone when
it could disturb others. You don’t
want “Hello Moto” blaring atyour
grandmother’s funeral.

DON'T forget that vibrating
phonescandisrupttoo, especially
when clanking against the keys in
your bag.

2. DO keep private conversa-
tions private. No one should have
to listen to you fight with your
mother or complain about a zit.

DON'T talk on a cellphone in
elevators, restaurants, waiting
rooms, libraries, cemeteries, movie
theaters, airplanes or any other
enclosed space.

3. DO realize that cell phones
can pick up your voice when you
talk at a normal volume.

DON'T yell to overcome a bad
signal. Shouting “Can you hear
me now?” will only work if the

person is 10 feet away.

4. DO use a headset for your
cell phone while driving. You
needn’tgetintoanaccidenttrying
to make a one-handed left turn.

DON'’T useahands-free device
outside of a car, unless you want
to be mistaken foraschizophrenic.
It’'sfrightening enough to see busi-
nessmen walking around talking
to themselves; seeing a teenager
doing it is just ridiculous.

5. DO realize that a unique
voice mail message can be a great
way to show off your personality
and entertain your friends.

DON’T subjectanyone to more
than ten seconds of banjo, and
never make it sound like you’re
actually there; that’s just rude.

6. DO realize that Big Brother
could be watching and listening.
Text messages were evidence in
Kobe Bryant’s sexual assault case;
it could happen to you.

DON'T talk (or joke) about
anything illegal in text messages.
It’s all being stored by the phone
companies and combed through
by the police. We’ve all seen Law
and Order: SVU.

If Samo students (and a few
teachers) can stop chatting and
text messaging long enough to
consider these commandments,
we can have a more technologi-
cally polite campus.

In Defense of Samo’s Republican Students

Daniel Galdjie
Staff Writer

America’s liberals often hail theirideol-
ogy as one of progress, open-mindedness
andtolerance while characterizing conser-
vativeideology asarchaic, unsophisticated
and bigoted. However, because of the liber-
als’ certainty in their righteousness, they
have become the unsophisticated bigots
they accuse conservatives of being. This
irony is clear in “The People’s Republic of
SantaMonica,” especially at Samo. Liberals
have good reason to believe in their ideol-
ogy, because the liberals of the world have
courageously moved society forward for
centuries. However, in 21 century America
nothingisblack and white. Onissuesrang-
ing fromwelfare to the economy to national
defense, there are no clear-cut answers;
only through debate and compromise can
the best policy be selected.

These basics of democracy seem to be
lost on liberals, at least those that attend
and teach at Samo. In class discussions,

when Republican students try share their
views, the liberal majority usually tries to
shut them up, not wanting to hear ideas
that conflict with their narrow view of the
world. Senior Greg Bogosian expressed his
feelings as a conservative at Samo; “There
is no acceptance. People have these stupid
and frankly offensive stereotypesthat they
constantly throw at me.”

Samo teachers as well as students har-
bor hostility against conservatives; | myself
have had a teacher who nearly cried upon
hearing that I'm a Republican. It is unfor-
tunate that an educated teacher does not
understand that the open right-left debate
in America that makes this country the
best in the world. Instead of being upset
over the fact that I’'m a conservative, that
teacher should have applauded the fact
that | have different ideas, realizing that
every difference in opinion is a new op-
portunity to reach a better solution. Senior
JessicaKilburnexplains: “Studentsat Samo
are radicals; most are close-minded to the
Republican Party, and their sentiments are

reinforced daily by the rhetoric of their
teachers.”

Eventhis newspaper, staffed by intellec-
tual and well-read students isn’t immune.
Duringarecentbrainstorming session, one
student acknowledged the newspaper’s
lack of political diversity, but then added
that he “hates Republicans.” Thecomment
drew little attention; statements like this
are common at Samo.

To measure the deep prejudice against
conservatives at Samo, The Samohi con-
ducted asurvey: Outof 162 upperclassman
surveyed, 55 percent are Democrats, and
about 12 percent are Republicans. 72 per-
cent of Samo Democrats reported having
“very negative” or “somewhat negative”
feelings towards Republicans, but only
43 percent of Samo Republicans reported
having “very negative” or “somewhat
negative” feelingstowards Democrats. The
survey also found a significant difference
in how Democrats and Republicans feel
about the level of political tolerance at
Samo: Only 36 percent of Democrats char-

acterized Samo as politically “intolerant,”
while 86 percent of Republicans reported
Samo as being either “somewhat intoler-
ant” or “very intolerant.” After seeing these
statistics, senior Democrat Sean Gaynor
acknowledged: “It’s hard for a Republican
toliveinanareaasliberalas SantaMonica.”
Samo junior Sultana Megalos added, “I
believe a lot of the hostility against Repub-
licans comes from Bush’s unjust policies,
like those in the Iraq war.”

Few liberals realize that even though
they disagree with conservative policies,
the two parties want the same basic things:
ahealthy economy, acountry free fromter-
rorism, and the civil liberties guaranteed
in the Constitution. They only disagree on
the ways of reaching that better America,
but this should not create hostility. The
French philosopher Voltaire is believed to
have said, “I do not agree with what you
say, but will defend to the death your right
to say it.” Unfortunately, the Democrats of
Samo have forgotten the idealistic words
of this great thinker.

Do You Have An Opinion?
com
The Samohi seeks “My Turn”
submissions of up to 800 words
or a“Letter to the Editor” of 500
words or fewer on any topic,

Remember, this paper is by students
and for students. Use the Opinion page to
express yourself: submit an original article
or respond to one of our published articles.

E-MAIL: samohiopinion@gmail.

MAIL: Journalism
c/o Santa Monica High School
601 Pico Blvd
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We reserve the right to edit sub-
missions for length and clarity.

including a reponse to pub- Santa Monica, CA 90405
lished material. Please include
references for any facts youuse. | SCHOOL: T217

Submissions due by Nov. 30
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