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  Startling Security Surprises

By Eliza Smith
Feature Editor

A documentary about Ugandan 
children affected by Uganda’s civil 
war entitled Invisible Children will 
show in the Humanities Center on 
Feb. 17 to promote awareness about 
the issue.

The film follows the paths of 
several Ugandan adolescents and 
preteens as their lives are uprooted 
during the current civil war. In 
Uganda, rebel soldiers kidnap 
children during the night. To avoid 
this threat of becoming “invisible 
children,” or children who are 
taken away from their families, the 
Ugandan minors must migrate from 
shelter to shelter during the night.

Kelly Snyder, Associated 
Student Body (ASB) Junior Class 
Representative and member of 
the teen awareness group Global 
Citizens’ Corp (GCC), asked that the 
Invisible Children organization to 
make Samo a stop on its nationwide 

tour. Snyder heard about the 
organization and documentary at 
a GCC conference. Snyder hopes 
that by bringing the documentary 
to Samo, students will become 
more aware of the tragedy in Africa. 
“[Invisible Children] has not received 
a lot of press,” Snyder said. “If 
students know [about the situation 
in Uganda], they will feel moved, 
touched and impassioned.”

Catherine Marsh, ASB Advisor 
and Activities Director, agrees with 
Snyder. She also said, “To have 
a child fear for his life at such an 
early age is unacceptable. Students 
will learn that they need to help 
others.”

The documentary focuses on 
tragic themes, yet touches on the 
childrens’ interests and personal 
lives. Said Snyder, “One of the boys 
really likes Tupac. You see how real 
they are.”

Invisible Children will show in 
the Humanities Center on Feb. 17 
at 3:30 p.m. 

Ugandan Film at Samo
By Jennifer Galamba
Staff Writer

Due to differing consequences 
for student misbehavior among 
Samo’s Houses in past years, Samo 
Administration has generated 
a discipline rubric for all Samo 
students that was made standard 
on Jan. 17.

The  rubr ic  out l ines 
consequences for common 
offenses such as forgery, defacing 
of school property and possession 
of weapons or drugs. The 
repercussions for these offenses 
range from parental contact to 
suspension, community service, 
student parental counseling, 
police contact or recommendation 
for expulsion. The consequences 
become most severe in instances 
of sexual assault and ba�ery and 
for possession of a weapon.

Administration formed a 
team that worked to create a 
uniform level of disciplinary 

action that would, as stated in the 
document, “be in proportion to the 
severity of the behavior and take 
into account the previous discipline 
history of the student…and other 
relevant factors, while ensuring 
that each student receives due 
process mandated by federal and 
state law.”

Administrators believe that the 
creation of school-wide standards 
will avoid confusion for students 
and staff. According to CEO/
Principal Ilene Straus, with the new 
rubric, students will understand 
the consequences of their actions 
no ma�er what House they are in, 
because all repercussions will be 
the same for everyone. Straus said, 
“It’s not fair [to another pupil] if a 
student goes to a particular House 
[office] to get a less severe deal for 
their consequence [than another 
student would.]” 

While penalties for student 
misbehavior have been made 
uniform for every student, they also 

allow administrators to take the 
personal history of a student into 
account. The use of hate speech, 
for instance, can result in five days 
of In-School Suspension (ISS) and 
the possibility of police contact if a 
student has a history of misconduct, 
whereas a student without such 
history might only receive three 
days of ISS. Straus said that 
administrators “want to know the 
personal information of a student, 
but we also want consistencies in 
[consequences] according to the 
rubric.” H-House Adviser Leslie 
Wells agrees: “I believe we all have 
the same goal. We may have gone 
about reaching it in different ways. 
However, a rubric would help to 
create some consistency about the 
consequences students receive.”  
Administrators believe that this 
new merge of personal discretion 
with standardized consequences 
will prove valuable in steps toward 
fair discipline of students in every 
House.

New Rubric for Student Consequences

Come to Project Safezone!
By Allegra Fonda-Bonardi
Contributing Writer

On Friday, March 31, from 
8:00a.m. to 8:00p.m., students 
from Samo’s diverse community 
will meet for 12 hours of intense 
dialogue, fun activities and non-stop 
snacking for the 5th annual Project 
Safe Zone (PSZ). At the workshop, 
students will talk about two of the 
most pressing issues in the world 
today: sexism and homophobia. 
Participants will be excused from 
classes on that date.

As a facilitator, I believe 
everyone on campus should a�end, 
because we have all been affected by 
stereotyping. Whether society calls 
you a Jock, a Geek, Emo, a Prep or a 
Stoner, being boxed in sucks.

A freshman once asked me: 
“Why should I come? I’m a straight 
guy, so I’m not affected by sexism or 
homophobia.” It’s a valid question, 
but sexism can target anyone. For 
example, if a man cries, takes up 
kni�ing, or contradicts the “tough-
guy” image, he is automatically 
labeled a “fag.” This brings up 

another relevant issue: society treats 
straight but effeminate men with the 
same biases as gay men. The issues of 
sexism and homophobia are closely 
tied, and straight men are affected, 
too. If nothing else, everyone has a 
relative or friend who has been the 
victim of sexist remarks or actions. 
Sexism and homophobia touch us 
all, so we all need to a�end PSZ. 

Participants will work together 
to find solutions to such pressing 
issues. We will have a day full 
of videos, speakers, small and 
large discussion groups and other 
activities. Together, we will break 
down stereotypes, discuss how 
sexism and homophobia affect 
the us, and decide what we can do 
to reduce prejudice and increase 
acceptance within our school and 
our community.

Since we cannot achieve 
these lofty goals without food, 
all participants will get breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and plenty of snacks 
in between. 

Sign up now! Applications are 
available in Room E217 and are due 
by Friday, March 3.

SMPD Officer Shot
By Chelsea Rinnig
Ad Editor

Police arrested two suspects  
a�er they allegedly shot Santa 
Monica undercover Police Officer 
Walter Ramirez in the hand on Feb. 
2. The suspects were 20 year-old 
Michael Espindola and 32 year-old 
Richard DeLa Cruz.  

Prior to the shooting, a police 
officer observed two people with 
a blue van in the parking lot of 
Ralph’s grocery store at 1600 
Cloverfield Blvd.  The officer then 
notified Ramirez and his partner, 
both members of an undercover 
unit, who proceeded to follow 
the van. The two followed the van 
until it pulled into a driveway on 
17th Street where a man, allegedly 
Espindola, appeared from the 
car and began shooting at the 
undercover officers. One of the 
three rounds struck driver Ramirez 

in his right wrist; the passenger 
remained uninjured.

Officers found Espindola and 
DeLa Cruz in an apartment building 
on the 1900 block of 17th Street near 
Santa Monica College and took 
them into custody.  

Twenty-five year-old Ramirez 
was treated at UCLA Medical 
Center where he was released later 
that same day.

Lt. Frank Fabrega reflected, 
“Individuals who would shoot at a 
police officer would not hesitate to 
shoot at an innocent bystander.”

The Los Angeles District 
A�orney’s Office charged Espindola 
on Feb. 7 with two counts of 
a�empted murder, two counts of 
premeditated murder, two counts 
of assault with a firearm, one count 
of shooting at an occupied motor 
vehicle and one count of unlawful 
firearm activity. DeLa Cruz’s charges 
have yet to be determined.

A Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District Custodian 
paints over the hateful graffiti after vandals tagged a wall 
on campus on Feb. 7.
                                                     Photo by Samantha Walters                                                           

Samo Community Responds to Vandalism
By Nicholas Barlow
Staff Writer

Administration is taking 
comprehensive  measures  to  ease  the 
racial tension at  Samo  exacerbated 
by the offensive graffiti found 
around campus on Friday, Feb. 3.

School officials found the graffiti 
on the Administration Building and 
near 7th and Michigan, revealing 
racist and offensive comments. 
Despite Administrative efforts to 
cover the graffiti, a shortage of paint 
before school 
started resulted 
in students 
seeing it. “We 
worked with 
the District to 
get the graffiti 
covered and 
unfortunately, 
due to the 
a m o u n t 
of  writ ing, 
students and 
faculty saw the 
ugly and hateful 
words when 
they arrived 
for morning 
c l a s s e s , ” 
wrote Samo’s 
Administrative 
Team in an e-mail 
to Samo parents.
Administration 
found additional 
offensive graffiti, 
believed to be in response to the 
graffiti on the Administration  
buliding, on the Business, Science 
and Technology buildings a�er first 
period.  

Custodian Angel Ybarra is also 
angered about the vandals. “It burns 
me up,” he said. “Why don’t they 
just put their phone numbers up 
there, too?” 

CEO/Principal Ilene Straus 
responded, “All of us want a clean 
and respectful campus. It is not 
appropriate that we as a public 
school accept that kids can tag our 
school.”

During lunch that day, a 

verbal exchange between African 
American and Latino students forced 
Administration to request officer 
presence from the Santa Monica 
Police Department (SMPD) in case 
further arguments took place. Still, 
most students were unconcerned 
about the confrontations that had 
already occurred; they were glad 
that they did not break out into 
physical fights. “While the tension 
was palpable, those who saw the 
[verbal exchange between students] 
actually felt very hopeful because 

we saw signs that a dialogue was 
possible,” wrote H-House Principal 
Ruth Esseln in an e-mail to faculty 
and staff. 

A�er lunch, 25 students met 
in Barnum Hall as part of student 
mediation. The students expressed 
personal feelings about the incident. 
“In the end, all the boys were 
united in their frustration with the 
administration,” continued Esseln.

Samo’s Parent Teacher Student 
Association met for the scheduled 
meeting on Feb. 7, allowing parents 
to express their concerns about 
Samo’s present condition. The main 
focus of the meeting was campus 

security. “The parents wanted 
to know exactly what steps the 
administration was taking, they 
wanted [administration plans] to be 
transparent,” said I-House Teacher 
Leader Claudia Bautista-Nicholas. 
Some parents even recommended 
having police present on campus 
everyday until the year is out.

Over 60 teachers met during 
lunch on Feb. 9 to discuss the graffiti 
and its effects in more detail. Planned 
by A-House Social Studies Teacher 
Daniel Braunfeld, the meeting 

was intended to 
be a campus-wide 
effort to implement 
a response to hate 
crimes. “There 
needs to be a multi-
tiered community 
response,” he said. 
Braunfeld has 
been having open 
debate with his 
Freshman Seminar 
class discussing 
solutions to hate 
crimes at Samo, 
and believes that 
parents, teachers 
and administrators 
must be equally 
i n v o l v e d  i n 
t h e  “ s o c i a l 

reconstruction” of 
Samo.

“[Braunfeld] 
b r o u g h t  [ t h e 
freshman seminar 

class] to the graffiti and asked us how 
it made us feel,” said freshman Amir 
Moarefi. “Most of us were shocked 
and angry.”

Like Braunfeld, other teachers 
and administrators believe that 
this event should have a positive 
outcome. “What [the graffiti] can 
do if we let it, is be a very divisive 
event.” Said S-House Principal Greg 
Runyon, “The secret is how you 
make some thing like this a learning 
event [instead].”

Though the vandals are still 
unknown, Administration is focusing 
on finding a positive solution to avoid 
future hate crimes at Samo. 
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Letter to 
the Editor

Dear Evan,
I always enjoy your newspa-

per, and I was thumbing through 
the pages of the last issue when I 
came across your article. To my 
horror, Underworld: Evolution was 
on your list of “terrible movies.” 
The movie came out the same day 
the newspaper was published, so 
you couldn’t possibly have seen 
the movie. 

I’d never seen the concept of 
werewolves vs. vampires until 
the first Underworld (which got 6.5 
stars out of 10 a�er 21,536 votes at 
imdb.com) came out. I think when 
you called the war between lycans 
and vampires a “stupid idea,” you 
were really looking for the word 
“original.”

Next time you review a movie, 
do yourself a favor and go see 
the movie. You can avoid mak-
ing a fool of yourself if you have 
some evidence to support your 
opinion. 
Kristof Igloi, senior

By Cara Safon
News Editor

Nothing infuriates me more 
than teachers refusing to par-
ticipate in political discussions, 
especially when an election is just 
around the corner. Some hold back 
for fear of indoctrinating students 
with their own political beliefs, 
and others don’t want the class-
room environment to get uncom-
fortable; still, all teachers should be 
able to express their political views 
as freely as students do.

Teachers can stimulate intel-
lectual discussions by sharing 
their political views. There’s no 
be�er place to discuss important 
current events than at school, a 
place of growth and learning. In 
fact, when teachers talk about 
their political beliefs in class, it 
becomes a learning experience for 
everyone. Government Teacher 
Don Hedrick informs his students 
of his Democratic viewpoint on 
the first day of class. “A teacher’s 
political beliefs come out at some 
point,” said Hedrick. “Everyone 
is biased. Pretending that you’re 
not is lying to yourself and to 
your class.”

Economics Teacher Jaime 

Jimenez chooses not to share his 
personal politics with his students, 
but does believe that teachers can 
and should bring politics into the 
classroom. “Being informed about 
current news events is the most 
important aspect to class political 
discussions,” he said. “However, 
I try to stay neutral during 
political discussions.” Ji-
menez once surveyed his 
classes, asking them to 
guess whether he is a Re-
publican or a Democrat. The 
class responded 50/50. Says 
Jimenez, “The role of a teacher 
in a political discussion is to look 
at both sides and determine how 
the particular situation will affect 
youth today.”

Sometimes it’s difficult for 
teachers to hold back their po-
litical beliefs. When the classroom 
environment gets heated, they can 
blurt out politically charged re-
marks, giving students the wrong 
idea.Since misunderstandings 
happen frequently, teachers need 
to explain their political beliefs to 
their students. This would not only 
create an environment of open 
discussion, it would encourage 
students to formulate their own 
ideas about politics, rather than 

be influenced by the opinions of 
others.

The First Amendment to the 
Constitution guarantees freedom 
of speech for students and teachers 
alike. If a teacher feels compelled 

by a legitimate reason (such as a 
current news event or a bigoted re-
mark in the classroom) to express 
his or her beliefs,  he or she has the 
right to do so. School should be a 
place where everyone, including 
teachers, feels safe to express their 

In response to Evan Perkins’ ar-
ticle, “Bad Movie Madness,” which 
appeared in the previous issue of 
The Samohi. 

By Annie Danis
Editor-in-Chief

Samo is a dump. Everyone who sets 
foot on campus knows it. We also know 
that the school isn’t li�ered with trash 
a�er lunch because kids are worried 
about being late for class and leave their 
trash out of sheer panic. Sure, the seagulls 
appreciate our laziness, but let’s face it: 
it’s disgusting.

There is no excuse for piles of trash 
in every nook and cranny on campus. 
Yes, Samo has an under-staffed, over-
extended group of janitors who can only 
sweep monthly (at best). Yes, Samo is too 
small, houses too many students and runs 
out of toilet paper by third period every 
day. But we can’t wait for the District to 
magically decide to hire more janitors. 
We need to take action ourselves. All it 
would take is the li�le effort of finding 
a trash can.

Every day I see something that shocks 
me. Perfectly nice-looking people stand 
around eating, for example, Flaming 
Hot Cheetos. When they finish, instead 
of walking the three to four steps to the 
nearest trash can, they drop the bag on 
the ground. Just like that. BAM. They 
just dump it and continue on their nice 
-looking person’s way without a passing 
glance.

We can’t blame anyone but ourselves 

political beliefs.
In general, students do not feel 

offended when their teachers talk 
about politics. “Most students 
don’t care what the teacher’s point 
of view is,” said freshman Juan 
Gutierrez. Still,  students take 
politics seriously, and some could 

become emotional. It’s also 
possible that discussions 
could sway students’ opin-
ions or influence the way 
they think about the other 
“wing” since teachers, be-

ing older and supposedly 
wiser, have a certain authority 

over students. 
Students need to learn to be 

more tolerant of those who dis-
agree with them. According to 
statistics from a survey featured 
in Daniel Galdjie’s article, “In 
Defense of Samo’s Republican 
Students” seen in the last issue of 
The Samohi, “36 percent of Samo 

for this. Not the school, our parents or 
“the man” and especially not Samo’s 
janitors. Janitors are not waiters and you 
are not an entitled customer at a fancy 
restaurant (for God’s sake this is public 
school). No one roams the quads at lunch 
waiting for you to take your last sip of 
Diet Coke, before sliding in and asking, 
arm outstretched, “Are you done with 
that sir?” Janitors should only have to 
deal with the trash that actually makes 
it into the trash cans. 

You’re not going to get a Saturday 
school for li�ering – though you prob-
ably should – and Samo will never be 
100 percent trash free. We all should, 
however, be thoroughly embarrassed 
by our piggish-ness. Our own beloved 
M-House secretary Leslee McGee actu-
ally picked up half a trash can of debris 
from the History Building hallway before 
giving a tour for prospective parents be-
cause she was so ashamed of our school’s 
condition.

Even if you have zero school pride, 
and can’t wait until that fateful stage-
walking day, taking those few extra mo-
ments to aim for a trash can is hardly a 
bigger waste of your time than English 
class. And seriously, knowing you can sit 
down at a table and not have one elbow 
in an old Caesar salad and the other in 
a bunch of tater-tots is worth the peace 
of mind.

Democrats characterized Samo as 
‘politically intolerant,’ while 86 
percent of Republicans reported 
Samo as being either ‘somewhat 
intolerant’ or ‘very intolerant.’ ” 
Although this statistic is astound-
ing, we should recognize that the 
minority o�en feels like the victim. 
In Santa Monica, a very liberal 
community, Republicans natu-
rally feel outnumbered, and thus 
persecuted. Teachers should be 
aware of the political intolerance 
on campus and use their influ-
ence to create a safe discussion 
environment instead of another 
verbal ba�leground. As long as 
teachers respect every perspec-
tive, students have no reason to 
overreact. Teachers’ expressions 
of their political beliefs enhance 
students’ knowledge, encourage 
student activism in politics and 
promote an open, honest atmo-
sphere in the classroom.

Politics in School Spark Discussion, Not Danger
In January, UCLA graduate Andrew Jones posted a message on his website asking students to illegally tape-record their professors’ 

lectures and report them if they expressed political opinions while teaching. Jones, the former leader of UCLA’s Republican organiza-
tion, offered $100 to any participant, saying: “If you help expose the professor, we’ll pay you for your work.”

Let’s Clean Up Our Act

”School    should 
be a place where every-

one, including teachers, 
feels safe to express their          

political beliefs.”




