
population comprised mostly 
of students of Iranian, Pakistani 
and Indian decent. The Samohi 
recently sat down with senior 
Shirin Hashim, a Shiite Muslim and 
President of Samo’s Muslim Student 
Association, to help students be�er 
understand the Muslim reaction to 
the cartoons. 

The Samohi: What was 
your personal response to the 
caricatures? 

Hashim: I, like most people, 
didn’t know about the cartoons 
until the protests turned violent, 
which was a while after they 
were published. When I saw the 
drawings I was quite offended. 

TS: What is your view of 
the way Muslims reacted to the 
caricatures in the Middle East? 

H: The bloody protests in 
the Middle East go against the 
basic principles of Islam that teach 
peace, tolerance, morality and 
pluralism. However offensive 
the cartoons may have been, the 
Muslims shouldn’t have responded 
with violence. In fact, the cartoons 
could have been an opportunity to 
bridge [the Muslim and Western 
worlds].  The violent protesters, in 
effect, burned down the potential 
for a bridge of reconciliation. The 
torching of embassies and such 
actions actually fuels the ignorance 
of the Europeans who published the 
cartoons. It is important to note that 
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Samo Student Reacts to Hate Cartoons

The Samohi Chorale and Chamber Orchestra perform at the Masterworks concert on Feb. 24      
(see related article on page 6.)                                                   
                                                                                                                   Photo by Max Jordan

By Daniel Galdjie
Staff Writer

Last September, a Danish 
newspaper printed a series of 
cartoons depicting the Muslim 
prophet Muhammad as a terrorist.  
As controversy surrounding the 
drawings has grown in recent 
months, newspapers across Europe 
have reprinted the cartoons, 
sparking anger and resentment 
among Muslims around the 
world.  While Islamic Law forbids 
any illustration of Muhammad, 
pictures portraying the prophet as a 
terrorist are particularly infuriating 
to Muslims. In early February, 
Muslim leaders across the Middle 
East organized demonstrations 
protesting the cartoons. Many 
of these demonstrations have 
turned violent, with protesters 
se�ing European embassies and 
Western business ablaze in recent 
weeks. As of Feb. 23, at least 
139 people have been killed. On 
Feb. 8, an Iranian newspaper 
controlled by president Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad announced it would 
host a competition for Holocaust   
cartoons in retaliation to the Danish 
caricatures. 

The reaction from America’s 
five million Muslims has been more 
muted than that of their counterparts 
in Europe and the Middle East. 
Samo has a substantial Muslim 

those Muslims who responded to 
the caricatures with violence are the 
minority; there were many peaceful 
protests around the world and most 
Muslims have chosen to respond 
with dialogue. 

TS: Do you feel any hostility 
from non-Muslims at Samo?

H: No, personally I have not 
witnessed any hostilities.  A�er Sept. 
11 there was some tension, but the 
whole cartoon issue hasn’t really 
blown up among students. I don’t 
wear a full hĳab or burqa, so people 
don’t immediately recognize me as 
being a Muslim. I think that might be 
why I haven’t felt any repercussions 
from recent events. 

TS: In light of the recent events, 
how would you describe Muslim 
life at Samo?

H:  Recently, I  lead a seminar 
with a freshman seminar class about 
Islam, and I feel like knowledge 
about the faith is expanding among 
students. The Muslim Student 
Association has been an important 
tool in facilitating knowledge at 
Samo. The information most Samo 
students get about Islam comes from 
the media and politics, which is why 
there is so much misunderstanding. 
Hopefully, as clubs like the Muslim 
Student Association continue to 
expand, all faiths at Samo can reach 
a mutual understanding even 
during times of international 
conflict like we see now. 

Deasy Leaves District

Samo Community Continues to Respond to Campus Vandalism
By Nicholas Barlow
Staff Writer

In a meeting on Feb. 9 led by 
A-house Social Studies Teacher 
Daniel Braunfeld, students and 
teachers discussed ways to unify 
the Samo community and prevent 
hate-crimes. They came  up  with the 
“Hate is Not my Value” campaign 
to promote peace on campus.

On Feb. 17 during homeroom, 
students were asked to define the 
word “value.” Inspired by Lance 
Armstrong’s yellow wristbands 
that promote prostate cancer 
awareness, students and faculty will 
see students’ values such as family, 
football and respect, on pins, shirts 
and posters. This idea, Braunfeld 
explained, is intended to create a 

communal symbol for all of Samo.
“The loudest thing that has 

been said on campus has been 
the graffiti,” said Braunfeld, “This 
response needs to be louder and 
larger than the graffiti; it needs to be 
more people, more consistent and 
more positive. The graffiti does not 
represent everything that is believed 
on campus.”

However, there are still groups 
that think the school is not doing 
enough to prevent future problems. 
On Feb. 21, the African American 
Parent Student Staff Support Group 
(AAPSSSG) met and discussed 
Samo’s recent hate crimes, focusing 
on campus security. “[Though] 
we do not want Samo to be like 
a police state, we do want to see 
more security that is be�er trained, 

and [security that can help] prevent 
issues before they arise,” said 
AAPSSSG co-president Barry 
Snell.

A small group of parents 
at the AAPSSSG meeting stated 
their beliefs that a change in 
administration is needed. “[Straus 
is] failing to protect [the students, 
though she] knows they are in 
danger. She is not doing anything 
about it,” said AAPSSSG member 
Lori Williams.

CEO/Principal Ilene Straus 
feels that it takes a team to handle 
the hate crime problem. “It’s not a 
single person’s fault; it’s a whole 
school responsibility,” said Straus. 
“I’m a principal known to have a 
clear vision about improving the 
school, and I believe that in this wide 

diverse community, all of us have 
different ways we see situations. I 
share [the parent] concern about 
academic achievement and safety, 
and I believe working together is the 
way to improve the situation.” 

At the Board’s last meeting 
held on Feb. 16, Jules Bagneris III, 
President/Founder of The Unity 
Coalition (founded in response to 
the hate crimes,) requested that the 
Board add an item to its agenda 
regarding the tensions at Samo. 
“[The Board] needs to know what 
took place at the school [on Feb. 3rd] 
and review the administration’s 
actions.” He continued, “The 
Board needs to take an objective, 
systematic approach. We can no 
longer [only] depend on the [Santa 
Monica] police department for our 

facts.” Bagneris also presented the 
five requests of the Board:

•To revisit the Unity Coalition’s 
“Ten Point Plan,” which was 
originally proposed last spring a�er 
the melee on campus,

•To request police records 
documenting the April 15 fights and 
the administration’s response,

•To request a report from Samo 
administration on its response to last 
month’s hate crimes,

•Reconsider the “zero-
tolerance” policy and how it applies 
in case of self-defense, and

•Provide campus security with  
protective vests.

At 5:30p.m. today, the Board will 
be holding a meeting at its district 
offices to continue discussions 
regarding racial tensions at Samo.

By Erin Nadel 
and Charlie Paris
Staff Writers

John E. Deasy, superintendent 
of the Santa Monica Malibu-
Unified School District (SMMUSD) 
since 2001, accepted a new job 
as Superintendent of Prince 
George’s County District (PGCD) 
in Maryland on Feb. 18. He will 
begin his new job on May 1.

Prince George’s County is 
more than 10 times the size of 
SMMUSD, and will offer him 
nearly double the salary.

Although he feels sad to 
be leaving, Deasy is proud of 
his accomplishments in Santa 
Monica.  He claims: “We are in 
excellent condition. Financially, 
educationally, and achievement-
wise, Santa Monica-Malibu is on 
a great path.”

CEO/Principal Ilene Straus is 
thankful for the work that Deasy 

has done for the district. She said, 
“Santa Monica was very lucky 
to have him here,” even though 
Deasy was only here for four and 
a half years.  Straus continued, “he 
brought tremendous resources and 
a lot of energy to the district.”

However, Deasy faces much 
larger challenges in PGCD. Not only 
does the district have Maryland’s 
second lowest student test scores, 
but PGCD is the 17th largest district 
in the nation with approximately 
136,000 students (compared to 
SMMUSD’s enrollment of 14,000.) 
Deasy said, “I see this as an 
opportunity to help more kids.”

The School Board has already 
selected Dr. Michael Ma�hews 
as interim superintendent to 
replace Deasy. Beginning March 3, 
Ma�hews will assume leadership 
of the day-to-day operations of 
SMMUSD. Until Deasy begins his 
new job, Ma�hews will work closely 
with Deasy to ensure, as Deasy said, 
“a seamless transition.” 

Samo Grieves Slain Student
Samo sophomore Edwardo 

Lopez died late Tues., Feb. 28 of a 
gunshot wound to his upper torso. 
Santa Monica Police responded to 
a report of shots being fired at 9:21 
p.m. The preliminary investigation 
revealed Lopez and two friends 
were at Pico and 26th St. when the 
suspect approached, yelled a Los 
Angeles-based Hispanic gang name 
several times and fired at the three 
subjects,s striking Lopez. The police 
do not believe Lopez had any gang 
affiliations. Paramedics rushed 
Lopez to the hospital where he died. 
The suspect is described as a male 
Hispanic, wearing a dark colored 
hooded sweatshirt and a bandana 
over his face. A witness reported 
seeing a white pick-up truck fleeing 
the scene. 

Lopez was an active member 
of the baseball and football teams as 
well as of AVID. Frosh/Soph Baseball 
Coach Tim Dearn said, “Eddie was a 
wonderful kid. He was a captain and 
a leader. He will be remembered not 
only as a good athlete, but as a great 
human being.”

Lopez’s teammates feel the loss 
of a valuable player and friend. Said 
senior Ryan Smith, fellow football 
teammate, “He was a really good 
person. He was really caring. Many 

people will miss him.”
H-House Adviser Leslie 

Wells commented on the general 
atmosphere at Samo. “It’s nice to see 
students who did not know [Lopez] 
sharing understanding with those 
who were close to him,” he said.

CEO/ Principal Ilene Straus also 
noted the importance of community 
in a time of grief. “We need to come 
together and make this a non-violent 
community,” she said.

Students gathered in the main 
quad to console one another Weds..  
A close friend of Lopez, senior Miguel 
Carranza said, “He wasn’t in any 
gangs. He had a future and good 
grades. He was going to play baseball 
in college.”

The district crisis support team 
has been and will remain on campus 
to help students and staff to deal with 
this loss.

School will be dismissed at 2:50 
p.m. today so that students and other 
community members can a�end a 
memorial in Samo’s Greek Theater 
at  3 p.m.. Leadership will also be 
collecting donations for Lopez’s 
family in classes throughout the 
coming weeks. 

If you have any information 
please call the  anonymous We-Tip 
Hot line at 1-800-78-CRIME.



OPINION

E-MAIL: samohiopinion@gmail.
com

SCHOOL:  T217

Submissions due by Mar. 9

 The Samohi seeks “My Turn” or “Letter to the 
Editor” submissions on any topic, including a 
reponse to published material. Please reference 
any facts.  We reserve the right to edit submis-
sions for length and clarity.

Do You Have An Opinion?
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
Daniel Galdjie wrote about the 

unfairness of SAT prep classes in 
his article in the last newspaper. 
I had to a�end SAT class for 9½ 
hours a week, and it was hell. My 
parents did pay a lot of money, 
but my score increased because 
I did the work. If your excuse for 
doing poorly on the SAT is “Well, I 
just didn’t have the money for the 
classes,” boo-hoo. Buy a College 
Board Real SAT review book for 
only 15-20 bucks. Every single 
thing they taught me in the review 
classes can be learned just as easily 
through SAT books. Stop being 
lazy, stop complaining about the 
test, get off your bu� and do the 

work! My score increased because 
I worked hard. Period. You deter-
mine your own fate. 

With all this talk about the SAT, 
does anyone know why it was 
started in the first place? I found 
on Gladwell.com that the SAT was 
partly designed to keep Jews (a 
minority) out of prestigious col-
leges. The plan failed, because 
Jews managed to do well on 
the test. I believe in overcoming 
obstacles with hard work. You 
are not “forced” to accept lower 
SAT scores. Don’t let your life be 
below your “Princeton Review” 
potential.

Lee Desser, senior

Dear Editor,
I believe the SAT’s biases pose 

no substantial threat to minorities 
or anyone. If you’re observant and 
determined to succeed, the biases 
are easy to overcome.

The first flaw in Galdjie’s rea-
soning lies his evidence. Galdjie 
refers to the “runner: marathon :: 
oarsman: rega�a” example ques-
tion  found in Z Magazine. If this 
question is biased, it’s geographi-
cal, not socioeconomic. Let’s exam-
ine Santa Monica, which contains 
rich upper class families AND 
access to the ocean. In my survey 
of Samo students, 64 percent 
came from families with $100,000 
plus incomes, but only 22 percent 
recognized the word “rega�a.” 
Caucasian and African Americans 

students answered equally. In 
addition, analogies are no longer 
used in today’s SAT Reasoning 
test. Galdjie’s evidence from Z 
Magazine is outdated and doesn’t 
applies to today’s test takers.

According to Galdjie, the 
SAT also discriminates against 
minorities who can’t afford expen-
sive tutoring. But there are many 
alternatives if you want to succeed 
at the SAT. Santa Monica-based 
RevolutionPrep is an SAT prep 
company similar to the Princeton 
Review and half the price. RevPrep 
also gives 50% scholarships and 
can even get you a free ride. 

If you  want to succeed, explore  
options and overcome  biases.

Zahir Alibhai, senior

Two Responses to Daniel Galdjie’s article, “The 
SAT: Testing Wealth, Not Wisdom.” 

Justice Blinded by Star Power

By Jackie Berkman
Staff Writer

Are you counting down the days until your 
beloved birthday when you will finally get 
the a�ention you deserve? If so, read on for 
the complete guide on how to get as much 
birthday a�ention as humanly possible.

1) The Guilt Trip: Everyone likes to be 
invincible on their birthday–above the in-
conveniences of their routine unbirthday ex-
istence. If anyone asks you to do something 
remotely unpleasant on your special day 
(for example, to turn off the lights during 
class for a video) all you must do is narrow 
your eyes and say “But it’s my birthday!” 
Not only does this make your teacher feel 
guilty, it  prompts everyone to say “Happy 
Birthday” in an automatic chorus. Don’t you 
love multi-tasking?

2) The Friends: If you are nice enough or 
intimidating enough, a bunch of people 
will bake you cakes and give you flow-
ers on your birthday to let you know that 
they appreciate your existence. However, 
if you don’t trust others’ spontaneous acts 
of kindness, it is up to you to make subtle 
suggestions. Just try: “Guess what? It’s my 

birthday tomorrow...don’t you just love 
those “Happy Birthday” balloons that come 
in blue?” As a result, while trudging around 
to school with at least five pounds worth of 
birthday crap, everyone will know you have 
friends. What a spectacular accomplish-
ment.

3) The Myspace: No, it’s not just a place for 
perverts to stalk teen girls. Now, thanks to 
a development on the site, you can notify 
everyone of your upcoming birthday. If that 
isn’t enough, you can always post a bulletin 
saying “IT’S MY BIRTHDAY TOMOR-
ROW!!!” That should do the trick.

4) The Countdown: Some of us see birth-
days as stepping stones toward the finer 
things in life– cigare�es, voting, no more 
curfew etc. “Two days until I’m legal” is 
hardly an uncommon remark. Do not hesi-
tate to tell anyone who will listen
the number of days/weeks/years until your 
magical day. 

With these tips, you will receive more  birth-
day a�ention than Paris Hilton when she 
passed out at her fi�h 21st birthday party. 
If not, come see me, and we can talk about 
potential newspaper advertisement.

The Official Guide to Birthday Bliss

By Jennifer Galamba
Staff Writer

 Vice President Dick Cheney 
accidentally shot his hunting 
partner, lawyer Harry Whit-
tington. Also in recent news, the 
paparazzi photographed pop-star 
Britney Spears driving with her 
four-month-old infant in one arm 
(see photo). In both cases, a fa-
mous American commi�ed a seri-
ous crime and faced 
no charges, which-
shows the failure of 
our country’s values 
and legal system. 

Justice should 
not depend on the 
wealth and influence 
of the person who 
pulled the trigger.
Because it was  our 
vice president who 
filled a fellow hunter 
with buckshot, no 
one pressed charges 
of recklessness or 
manslaughter. Even 
if the county had 
prosecuted for the 
hunting accident, 
“Cheney would 
have been eligible for probation” 
(ABCNews.com). 

The rich and powerful can also 
break traffic laws and go under the 
radar of the law. Recently, photos 
of Britney Spears driving with 
her newborn in her lap appeared 
all over the Internet. Los Angeles 
Sheriff’s Sgt. Diane Hecht com-
mented: “Unless a deputy saw the 
violation, there’s nothing we can 
do” (LATimes.com). Though Spears 
publicly admi�ed her mistake, 

she stated, “I instinctively took 
measures to get my baby out of 
harm’s way.” Many worry about 
the example the teen idol will set 
for mothers. With infant mortality 
rates from car accidents already 
high, the last thing the American 
public needs is a national star 
blowing off the law, inspiring oth-
ers to do the same. I’m so glad we 
live in a country where celebrities 
can defend their unlawful actions 

with a simple excuse.
Our country should not let 

celebrity trials degenerate into 
folly. In Kobe Bryant’s 2004 rape 
trial, the Lakers footed the bill for 
a private jet to whisk the athlete 
to his Colorado hearings and 
back in time for his basketball 
games (USAToday.com). In Michael 
Jackson’s 2005 child molestation 
case, the pop singer was allowed 
to wear makeup for his mug shot, 
a courtesy usually refused to men 

and women alike. A�er his pain-
less trial–where he arrived late, 
dressed in pajamas, and blatantly 
disrespected the court–he now 
lives on a private island off the 
coast of Bahrain. Whittington, 
the lawyer that Cheney almost 
killed, felt the need to publicly 
apologize to the vice president: “I 
am deeply sorry for all that Vice 
President Cheney and his family 
have had to go through” (CNN.

com). The legal sys-
tem should not make 
these insane allow-
ances for celebrities. 
We must rectify the 
U.S. courts’ failures 
if we are going to 
believe the American 
misconception that 
“all men are created 
equal.” Celebrities 
are not divine, and 
are certainly not  
beyond pe�y legal 
regulations.

If the cast mem-
bers of The O.C. faced 

charges of grand 
larceny, would 
they fear prison? 
Not likely. They 

would, like Kobe Bryant, Michael 
Jackson, Winona Ryder and many 
more, use their wealth and fame 
to breeze through their trials with 
the best defense money can buy. 
As a capitalist country where star 
power and the “almighty dollar” 
speak louder than the truth, we 
must change our twisted values 
so that freedom, a right many give 
their lives for around the world, 
cannot be purchased with a swipe 
of a credit card.

“I love my child and would do anything to protect him.”
                                                         -Britney Spears

Thank You, Local News by August Lipp




