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By Nora Casey
Staff Writer

This year’s Open House, held 
on Tues, March 28, hosted Samo’s 
first International Night in 27 years 
in the cafeteria. The Language 
D e p a r t m e n t  c o o r d i n a t e d 
the event that featured one 
presentation that demonstrated 
the different cultures and talents 
of each language department. 
Spanish Teacher Jose Lopez, 
who experienced the previous 
International Nights in the 1970’s, 
felt that it was “truly what Open 
House should be...we all know 
students read and write, but there 
are other things they do which 
are just as important.” 

The cafeteria was lined with 
student work from different 
classes, and each program gave 
a presentation. Teachers and 
students even offered various 
ethnic foods. 

Although International Night 
was a collaboration of different 
languages, it also highlighted 
the differences between each of 
the programs that are available 
at Samo. While the French 
students sang a song that spoke 
of ‘a message of hope,’ the Latin 
program, accompannied by Latin 
Teacher Luke Henderson and his 
accordion, bellowed songs mostly 
related to death and parting. The 
Japanese program then took the 
stage and performed original 

Japanese rap songs.
The Spanish program 

completed a total of seven 
different acts. Spanish students 
sang a song and recited several 
poems from the “Buena Vista 
Social Club.” Students also 
performed a skit that they 
translated from English to Indian 
to Hebrew to Spanish--capturing 
the essence of International 
Night.

The crowning performance 
was a multi-media presentation 
by Lopez’s Spanish classes. The 
lights went out, leaving the 
cafeteria in total darkness except 
for a slide show projection. Then 
students put on a skit criticizing 
the Colombian government for 
allowing the American United 
Fruit Co. to take over and destroy 
the land. Students joined a lone 
illuminated narrator, freshman 
Catalina Saldivia Lagos, to form 
different scenes, while the rest 
of the class worked on lighting, 
sound effects and running the 
projector.

Finally, all students united 
to sing the finale, “It’s A Small 
World.”

International Night brought 
parents, teachers and students 
of all ethnicities together to 
embrace their cultures and 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  L o p e z 
said, “The whole department 
did a great job...and [the] 
enthusiastic students put on 
great performances.”

By Alice Ollstein
Opinion Editor

•Due to concerns of 
hearing loss, the Apple Co. 
recently released so�ware 
that can lower the maximum 
volume of an iPod. Parents 
can use it to set the maximum 
volume on their children’s 
iPods and lock it with a 
code.

•Lexus just released the 
first ever hybrid sports car, 
the Lexus GS450h, so modern 
drivers can burn more asphalt 
and burn less fuel.

•Bush sent a clear 
message to Iraq last week 
when he said: “It’s about 
time you get a government 
going.” He said that pulling 
our troops out, because 
of the political instability 
there, would be unsafe and 
unwise.

• A  d e t a i n e e  a t 
Guantanamo Bay has charged 
president Bush, in front 
of the Supreme Court, for 
ignoring the Constitution 
while trying war crimes. 
Five of the eight justices on 
the case commented that the 
Geneva Convention, which 
Bush declared he would 
not follow in November of 
2001, should set the rules of 
fairness for trying alleged war 
criminals.

•Didn’t get into your 
favorite UC? Cheer up with 
these recently released stats: 
Berkeley accepts fewer than 
half of applicants with a 
perfect 4.0 GPA or higher 
(the “higher” comes from 
AP courses). It accepts only 
half the kids who score 700 
or be�er on the 800-point 
verbal SAT and only 42% of 
those with the same score on 
the math SAT. Similar story 
at UCLA.

And In 
Other 
News...

By Annie Danis
Editor-in-Chief

To walk the stage at Samo 
graduation, students must 
complete 220 credits – including 
14 required courses – and miss no 
more than 144 periods during their 
senior year. To receive a high school 
diploma, students must now pass 
the California High School Exit 
Exam (CAHSEE).

Beginning this year, students 
who have not passed the CAHSEE 
cannot receive diplomas according 
to state law. They will, however, 
be able to walk with their peers 
in June and receive a certificate of 
completion instead of a diploma.

Although California students 

have been taking the CAHSEE since 
2000, the class of 2006 is the first 
class with passing the CAHSEE as 
a graduation requirement. This is 
a state mandate, but the question 
of what happens to students who 
have yet to pass has been le� up 
to local school boards. 

Early this year, the Santa 
Monica-Malibu Unified School 
District (SMMUSD) Board of 
Education began to allow students 
to walk the stage and receive a 
certificate of completion without 
having passed the CAHSEE. In 
addition, classes will be offered 
throughout the summer and 
following year to help those 
students pass the test.

A certificate of completion 

recognizes the students’ work at 
Samo, but recipients cannot enroll 
in the military or apply to college 
as a high school graduate.

Sentiment over this issue at 
Samo is mixed.

English teacher Carol 
Jago, who has been involved in 
the CAHSEE process since its 
conception, feels that allowing 
these students to walk is doing 
them a disservice. She worries 
that life will be harder for them if 
students do not leave high school 
with the basic knowledge required 
on the CAHSEE.

Contrastly, CEO/Principal 
Ilene Straus feels that walking the 
stage, regardless of the difference 
between a diploma and certificate 

Students Now Must Pass CAHSEE for Graduation Diploma

Immigration Protests Spark Debate at School

of completion, is an essential part 
of the high school experience. 
“I believe that if kids have 
worked hard, met the graduation 
requirements, put their time in 
and focused, we should not deny 
them the opportunity to cross the 
stage.”

This requirement particularly 
affects students for whom English 
is a second language. English 
Teacher Amy Estabrook explains: 
“They come to this country and 
within two or three years are 
expected to pass this test. They 
work harder than [students in] 
all my other classes combined 
to really grasp the language, 
but...it takes a good five to seven 
years to develop your academic 

vocabulary which is what this test 
is testing.” In fact, she believes that 
it is especially important for these 
students to walk the stage. “For 
kids who came to this country 
specifically for the education, 
to then deny their family the 
opportunity to watch them walk 
across the stage, when they’ve 
completed their course work and 
mastered another language, simply 
because they couldn’t pass this test 
seems horribly unfair.” 

In January, the state issued a 
one-year exemption for students 
with Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) who have a�empted 
the test at least twice. What the 
state will do in the years to come 
is still unclear.

Unsanitary Locker Rooms    Open House:
An International Night

Pipes and bags cover 
equipment outside the girls’ 
locker room  to prevent spread 
of the mildew.

Photo by Samantha Walters

By Nicholas Barlow
Staff Writer

On March 27, 60 to 90 Samo 
students participated in a school 
walkout to protest Congress’ new 
Immigration Bill HR 4437.

HR 4437 was introduced 
in December of last year by 
Republican Congressman James 
F. Sensenbrenner Jr. If passed, 
the bill would “amend the 
Immigration and Nationality 
Act to strengthen enforcement 
of the immigration laws, to 
enhance border security, and 

for other purposes” (Library of 
Congress).

The bill would also support 
the building of two steel walls 
along one-third of the US/
Mexican border.

Many of the students 
protested in front of theLos 
Angeles  Federal Building later 
that day.

“We first stopped at Michael’s 
to buy poster boards, then we 
marched to the federal building,” 
said junior Cindy Arvealo. “I 
believe that [the Immigration 
Bill] is not fair, and would split 

up families.” 
Administration was aware 

of a possible protest prior to 
the walkout. CEO/Principal 
Ilene Straus received a call from 
Palisades High School Principal 
Gloria M. Martinez early that 
morning, informing Straus that 
100 students had le� her school 
and were marching to Samo to 
try and encourage students to 
join them.

S o m e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
expressed concern that many 
of the students who walked 
out on March 27 did so for the 

By Erin Nadel
Staff Writer

On Tues, March 14, the Los 
Angeles Health Department 
closed the Samo 
girls ’ locker 
room in the 
pool area due 
to what some 
administrators 
call “dangerous 
m o l d . ” 
According to 
inspector Erica 
Balsam Health 
Depar tment , 
“The ventilation 
is not good, the 
walls and floors 
n e e d  m o r e 
regular cleaning 
and ventilation 
c i r c u l a t i o n 
[ n e e d s ] 
improvement.” 
This prompted 
Samo to tent the 
locker rooms this 
past weekend so 
that students cannot enter them. 
The repair cost is estimated to be 
$17,000 and should be completed 
before the end of the school year. 

The girls swim team noticed 
humid temperatures and 
discoloration on the walls of their 
locker room the Monday prior to 
the shutdown. Currently, both 
the girls’ and boys’ locker rooms 
and bathroom will be closed to 
students and administration until 
further notice. 

The Health Department 

acknowledges the improper 
upkeep of the locker rooms. The rust 
and mildew violates the following 
health codes: maintaining clean 
and sanitary restrooms, shower 

facilities, and toilets, 
urinals, wash basins 
and showers. 

A q u a t i c s 
Director Matthew 
Flanders realizes 
that the shutdown 
of the locker rooms is 
an inconvenience for 
his athletes. “A kid 
from Beverly Hills 
High School took 
a piss on the wall 
[of the Samo pool] 
becaused they closed 
the bathroom,” he 
said. “You need a 
place to do that kind 
of stuff.”

“Our locker 
room is disgusting, 
and i t  a lways 
has been. Finally, 
Administration is 
doing something,” 

said sophomore Shane Keckin.
These recent events have 

convinced the Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District 
(SMMUSD) to hire a plant manager 
in upcoming months to help 
monitor campus sanitation.

CEO/Principal Ilene Straus 
knows that certain areas of campus 
have potential for such mishaps. 
“In swimming areas where there’s 
water, there’s o�en problems,” she 
said. “I believe [Samo] needs regular 
maintenance of the facilities.”

wrong reasons: they did not 
plan to protest, but instead take 
a day off.

“I would encourage kids to be 
involved in exploring issues and 
understanding them deeply,” said 
Straus. “[Administration] needs 
to make it okay for students to 
have a voice, but one that is not 
disruptive in class.”

S-House Principal Greg 
Runyon agrees with Straus. “I 
believe in civil disobedience,” he 
said. “But when it comes to true 
civil disobedience, there must be 
consequences.”

Applications for next 
year’s staff of The 
Samohi are now 
available in T217!




