
with students in the classroom 
teaching subjects they felt 
passionate about. One hundred 
and fifty students attended 
voluntarily to learn about 
Music, Drama, Animation and 
Astronomy. By the second 
semester, five hundred students 

had joined the program. Pedroza 
explained, “These teachers were 
passionate, so the kids became 
passionate, too.” 

Pedroza was originally 
introduced to Samo through 
his mentor and former Samo 
principal Dr. Sylvia Rousseau. 
Pedroza has a strong faith in 
education, and believes in 
a leadership approach that 

An Essentials for Algebra class 

for a year of math credit.  
Mathematics teachers from 

every House teach these new 
classes in small community 
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By Nick Barlow, E-A-L and 
Molly Strauss, News Editor

Dr. Hugo Pedroza accepted 
Samo’s principal position 
fol lowing I lene Straus’s 
resignation last June. The Santa 
Monica-Malibu Unified School 
District (SMMUSD) approved 
Pedroza on Aug. 31, six days 
before the school year began. 

Raised in National City, 
California, Pedroza graduated 
from Sweetwater High School 
in San Diego. He earned a 
Bachelors Degree and two 
Masters from UCLA, leading to 
a Ph.D. in Policy Studies.

After college, Pedroza 
played guitar professionally 
with Jackson Browne. He later 
formed a Latin rock group 
dubbed “Machehual,” while  
teaching students and adults 
at Belmont High School in 
downtown Los Angeles.

Pedroza found  teaching 
children during the day and 
their parents at night a powerful 
experience. He went on to 
become Assistant Principal at 
Lincoln High School, where 
he created a program called 
“Axis Academy.” Teachers 
volunteered to spend Saturdays 

relies on “modifying behavior,” 
a theory that everyone is 
constantly learning. He hopes 
to foster this sense of continuing 
growth at Samo: “What I do, in 
terms of leading a school, is to 
inspire students, teachers, and 
the community in general to 
do be�er—myself included.” 
With this approach, he hopes 
to encourage an “a�itude of 
excellence” on campus.

At a recent PTSA meeting,  
parent Maurice Maxwell asked 
Pedroza what he planned to 
do about racial tension on 
campus. Pedroza shared hopes 
that “students, faculty and 
parents” will collaborate to find 
a solution, as Samo’s multi-racial 
community is one of its assets.

Pedroza used Chilito, his 
chihuahua, to sum up his 
administrative philosophy: 
“When Chilito does something 
bad, it is my instinct to want to 
smack him. But then I realize I 
haven’t taught him what is right 
yet. He doesn’t know be�er. 
Now, I don’t think of [high 
schoolers] as puppies... But, isn’t 
this the same for students?”

See page 5 for additional 
coverage of new staff.

Samo Principal: Dr. Pedroza
By Kevin Katz
Staff Writer

This  year  marks  the 
beginning of a new crackdown 
on tardiness. Aside from daily 
tardy sweeps and calls to parents, 
seniors’ tardies now count against 
their parking privileges.

Every senior with a spot in 
the North Parking Lot must agree 
to the new policy outlined in 
the  parking contract.  Students 
lose their parking privileges 
for the day a�er two tardies.  If 
students are tardy three times, 
their privileges are revoked for 
the entire semester.  Furthermore,  
students are not reimbursed for 
their $90 deposits. Though parent 

and doctor excused tardies do 
not count against students three-
tardy maximum, their  privileges 
are lost for the day.  

Forty students received spots 
for the fall semester, allocated 
by lo�ery. Students from a 25- 
member waiting list will replace 
anyone who breaks the three 
tardy rule.

“It’s a pre�y harsh policy” 
said senior Benjamin Gray.  Still, 
the administration hopes that 
these new rules will support 
the school wide tardy policy.  
“I do think it will work to a 
degree…It provides a good 
incentive for students [to be 
on time],” said English teacher 
Alison Kennedy.

Campus Briefs:
New Senior Parking Policy

By Emily Foshag
Editor-in-Chief

Samo’s administrative team 
implemented a new tardy policy 
beginning on Sept. 18. Unlike 
previous systems,  the new design 
features immediate consequences 
for those who arrive late to 
periods one through six.  

A�er a week-long pilot last 
June and adherence to the policy 
throughout summer school, H-
House principal Ruth Esseln is 
confident that the tardy policy 
will prove effective. A team 
of Samo staff initially devised 
it out of concern for students’ 
safety. Esseln feels that the new 
policy addresses that concern in 
addition to improving students’ 
academic achievements and 
relationships with teachers.

Senior Yusaf Syed feels it 
is unfair for students who are 
occasionally late to face the same 
consequences as those with a 
chronic habit. However, he 
understands why teachers want 
to stop tardiness: “Classes always 
start late because kids come in 
late, and then  think its okay...and 
it just continues like that.”

Under the new policy, 
students who arrive late are 
locked out and ushered to the 
cafeteria, where staff members 
alert students’ parents of the 
tardy with a phone call. S-House 
Advisor Al Trundle recognizes 
the challenge this presents for 
administrators and advisors who 
do not have time to  address their 
primary responsibilities. Still, he 
feels, “students going late to class 
is a school-wide problem, so a 
school-wide solution is needed. 
We all have to do our part.”

The new policy is in effect 
for period one, unlike last year’s 
pilot. Students arriving after 
8:15 must enter from the 6th and 
Pico gate, where they are led 
to the cafeteria. “It’s pointless... 
because a lot of people are late 
regardless,” said sophomore 
Myrecio Castro. “People have 
to catch the bus or rely on other 
people for a ride.” Esseln knows 
that tardiness to first period can  
never be eliminated, but believes 
it can be reduced. 

Students tardy five times in 
six weeks face disciplinary action 
including Saturday School and 
In-School Suspension. 

Tardy Sweeps Now in Effect

By Jennifer Galamba
Ad Editor

Samo now offers a new 
mathematics class geared towards 
students in danger of not passing 
the California High School Exit 
Exam (CAHSEE).

CAHSEE scores  have 
decreased recently, following 2004 
when more Samo students passed 
the test than in any of the previous 
five years. Administration sees the 
course as a preemptive measure to 
increase the number of students 
that pass, and who can therefore 
graduate from Samo.

Only those  recommended 
by previous math teachers can 
take “Essentials for Algebra,” 
which covers basic Algebra and  
Geometry concepts and counts 

emphasizes “the importance of 
notes, a�endance, promptness, 
and doing homework,“ as well 
as mathematics proficiency, in 
hopes that these skills will help 
students succeed in educational 
and professional situations.

Teachers and administrators 
are currently determining the 
parameters of the curriculum, 
focusing on topics that will give 
students skills to avoid common 
mistakes. Mathematics teachers 
meet weekly to create lesson plans 
for the upcoming week.

As the program is still in its 
beginning stages, administrators, 
advisors, and support staff await 
test results from this coming 
year before deciding whether 
the course will continue in the 
future.    

By Jacquelyn Hoffman
Staff Writer

The University of California  
(UC) Board of Regents has  
updated freshmen requirements 
for Fall 2007 applicants. Now 
students must earn a minimum 
3.0 grade point average (GPA) in 
their “a-g” classes, instead of a 
2.8, to a�end a UC.

These more r igourous 
requirements,  intended to 
increase the caliber of students 
admitted to UC schools, will 
remove approximately 700 to 750 
students from the eligibility pool. 
The selection process will remain 
the same in nature despite this 
decrease in applicants. 

UC Admissions Changes Standards
Samo college counselor Stacy 

Harvey does not foresee the 
eligibility modification as an issue 
for Samo’s aspiring applicants, as 
22 percent of the 2006 graduating 
class now a�ends UC schools: 
“The increase in GPA will not 
have a negative affect on [us], since 
Samo is a high achieving school 
with motivated students.” 

Senior  Bianca  Greene 
expressed concern over the new 
requirements: “It’s unfair because 
some kids deserve to go to the 
UC’s [who] might not have had 
the same opportunities as other 
kids because of bad teachers 
and family situations.” The 
UC System, however, defines 
eligibility beyond the scope of 

grade point averages using a 
process called comprehensive 
review. Admissions officers  
evaluate applicants’ academic 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  b a s e d  o n 
opportunities available to them 
and their demonstrated capacity 
to contribute to the intellectual 
life of the campus (Introducing the 
University Handbook). 

In light of changes, students 
are encouraged to select rigorous 
academic courses and view the 
3.0  GPA as a minimum, not  a 
goal. “Working hard is still the 
foundation for earning a place 
at UC,” said M.R.C. Greenwood, 
UC provost and senior vice 
president for academic affairs 
(www.universityofcalifornia.edu).

Students Prep for CAHSEE Math  

environments of 12-16, where 
students are more likely to share 
questions  and receive individual 
a�ention than in a larger se�ing. 

M a t h  t e a c h e r  R a m o n 
Veral explained that the class 
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World News Top Five
By Carl Nunziato and Matt Weber 
Staff Writers

•Pope Benedict XVI quoted a text stating that the early spread of 
Islam had been accomplished by violence. A�er the ensuing uproar, 
he apologized profoundly and invited Muslim diplomats and 
dignitaries to his summer home near Rome. (New York Times)

•A new NASA study shows that Earth may soon reach its highest 
average temperature in one million years. (nasa.gov)

•The National Intelligence Estimate, a report compiled by 16 
American intelligence agencies, warns that continued United States-
led occupation of Iraq is fueling Islamic fundamentalism worldwide 
and increasing the threat of global terrorism. (Reuters)

•Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez likened President George 
Bush to the “devil” in front of the United Nations. (cnn.com)

•The Thai military staged a coup to oust Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra from power because of widespread corruption in his 
administration. They have promised to restore a democratically 
elected government within the next year. (BBC News)
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  Pluto:  “Is it Because I’m too Old?”
By Zoe Young
Staff Writer

Dear Sweetheart Sun,

 Do I mean nothing to you?  Do I not have feelings?  I might be a frozen rock, but I 
have never felt anything more icy than your cold shoulder. I am nothing if not a planet 

and no measly star can take my dignity from me. 
 I have been more than a planet; I’ve been a guiding light,  

Would the scores of innocent people killed by plutonium poi-
soning approve of dying at the merciless hands of an element 
named for an astronomical anomaly?  Absolutely not!  They 
died in the name of a planet…me.  And by revoking my title, 
you are spi�ing on their memory.        

Scientists have “proven” that I am not a planet. You  have 
teamed up with them on the bandwagon of deceit and dub 
me a “binary dwarf plane.” I shudder at the thought. As if 
you’re so hot and important. How would you like it if someone 
called you a “dwarf?” 

  As if things weren’t bad enough,  NASA wants to change 
my name to their arbitrary astronomical number, 134340.  
Just looking at these digits defiles all the romance we once 

shared together, sun.  Would Edgar Allan Poe have let his raven quoth “nevermore” 
on the night’s 134340ian shore?  NEVER!  That shore was “Plutonian” and “Plutonian” 
shall it remain.  

 I will be back. Your flirtation with Neptune may hurt me inside, but it won’t break 
me, and neither will you. Despite your efforts to find someone younger, I will resurface, 
and your former galactic love child will be a planet once more.  And I never loved you 
anyway, you flaming gas ball.

Spitefully,
Pluto

By Nora Casey
Campus Life Editor

So apparently, being in AP BC 
Calculus is no longer good enough. 
Nowadays Samo’s most precocious 
students not only have to take A.P. 
BC Calc, but they have to do it as ju-
niors, or in some cases, sophomores. 
I blame the middle schools.

   I  blame them because they 
were lame enough to start le�ing 
kids test out of a year of math so 
they could be a year ahead on the 
advanced math track. Why, I ask? 
At what point did people decide 
that what our community needs is 
a greater divide between those who 
are succeeding in school and those 
who are failing out? At what point 
did they decide that what today’s 
youth needs is even more competi-
tion and stress? 

There is no reason to be done 
with the highest level of Calculus by 
11th grade. There is no reason to be 
finished with BC Calc as a senior. In-
stantaneous velocity won’t do won-
ders for your social life. As of now, 
these kids will be done with Samo 

math classes with a year still 
le� in school. So you can either 
be finished with Calculus en-
tirely- which doesn’t explain 
why you rushed through it- or 
take Multi-Variable Calculus 
at SMC. 

I  know that the over-
achiever mentality is when a 
challenging class is offered, 
it looks good to take it. But 
with multitudes of AP classes 
and honors math already 
available, it seems unneces-
sary to add another level of 
competition. 

 For example, Samo does 
not offer AP History in 10th 
grade, which allows sopho-
mores have a more relaxed 
year and actually take classes 
with everyone in the school, 
before being divided up into 
those who are in APs and those 
who are not. And it doesn’t 
look bad to have taken regular 
World History, because there 
is no other option.    

So its not  that I blame 
these students for trying to get 

ahead, I just blame the schools 
for enforcing that social divi-
sion. I think it is stupid to be 
two years ahead in math. Math 
is not the sort of subject that you 
just know, you have to learn it, 
even if you learn quicker than 
others. 

Students need to take all the 
required math classes, and if 
you need to learn Pre-Calc/Calc 
A then you are going to have 
to be in that class for a year. 
It doesn’t matter if that year is 
10th or 11th. But it does matter 
to the other students in your 
grade who now feel like they 
are behind while being in Honors 
Courses.

You only have one child-
hood, so why cut it short? 
Math will be around. There 
is no need to wander blankly 
through the abyss of already 
taken math classes.  

So middle schools- for 
making achievement divides 
even greater, and stress and 
competition more abundant- 
shame on you.  

Sophomores in BC Calculus: Get Out Now, Please

As of August 24, the International Astronomical Union declared Pluto no longer a planet.

By Evan Perkins
Staff Writer

The nation of Afghanistan is 
fighting for its future, and needs 
help. Afghanistan has long been 
the punching bag of Asia, having 
been invaded by Arabs, Greeks, 
British, Mongols, Persians, Indi-
ans, Russians, and countless other 
countries.  Unfortunately,the 
current Afghan government has 
shown itself to be ineffective and 
without the support of large seg-
ments of the population. Combine 
this with a constantly declining 
Western presence in the country, 
and you have a recipe for disaster.  
Unless our government sends far 
more men and women to help aid  
Afghanistan in its current precari-
ous state, tyranny will very likely 
take over once again.

 This is a far cry from the days 
of late 2001 when the United 
States launched Operation En-
during Freedom, mostly as a 
response to the September 11th 
attacks. Al Qaeda had received 
overt support from Afghanistan’s  
Taliban government, which itself 
was responsible for creating one 
of the most oppressive countries 
in the world. Under the Taliban, 
life was something out of the 
Middle Ages, with beatings and 
stonings doled out for those who 
did not conform to the Talibans 
strict moral code, which included 
a ban on western music and mov-
ies, mandatory headscarves for 
women, and total prohibition on 
anything that could be considered 
“Western” and “corrupt”. With 
the overthrow of the Taliban, the 
future looked bright for a new, 

Senior Parking Lo�ery by Jessica Gerhardt

modernized Afghanistan, a gov-
ernment that seemed like it could 
be stable and peaceful at last.

Unfortunately, things didn’t 
happen that way. The Taliban was 
never quite destroyed, merely 
being forced into hiding, biding 
their time until they could strike 
back. And of late, they’ve been 
fairly efective at striking back. 
Today’s Afghanistan is wracked 
by conflict, much of the coun-
try being held together only by 
a small NATO peacekeeping 
force, under constant attack by a 
resurgent Taliban, which is now 
the de-facto ruler of most of the 
south. However, the US troop 
presence in the country, already 
at a low after the invasion of Iraq, 
is steadily decreasing, and sup-
port for remnants of the Taliban 
is increasing. 

Things are looking bad, and 
are heading for worse. Unless 
our government devotes far 
more support to eliminating the 
Taliban once and for all, we could 
be looking at another decade of 
decade of warfare for an already 
ravaged country, another decade 
of wanton destruction and car-
nage. While the headlines may 
be dominated by bad news from 
Israel and Iraq, Afghanistan still 
deserves attention. This often 
neglected corner of the world 
cannot afford to go down the dark 
path of the Taliban once again. 
But until we, the United States 
of America, can dedicate more 
of our time, attention, and power 
there, we are giving a message 
that we don’t care. After all it has 
been through,  Afghanistan and 
its people deserve better.

 

                                                                                          
By Bennett Rankin and Jeremy Tramer
Staff Writer and Special Report Editor

Dear Presumptuous Pluto,
 
I guess I’m just gonna go ahead and get it out of the way: I’m breaking up with you. 

It’s been a blast, but it just isn’t working out. I’m seeing somebody else. Okay, I’ve been 
sneaking around with eight other planets behind your back 
ever since I let you into my solar system 76 years ago.

The whole “long-distance relationship” thing never works 
out. You’re lucky I even noticed you to begin with. There are 
seven moons bigger than you that are orbiting around planets 
in this solar system. What made you think that you could be 
a planet forever?

If I let you be a planet, then I’ll have to let Eris be a planet 
too.You know that. Eris is bigger than you, and even though it 
was only discovered a year ago, I can’t play favorites. And if I 
had decided to let Eris be one of my planets, then pre�y soon 
every li�le low-life, scumbag rock this side of the Orion belt is 
going to want to be one too. And I can’t have that.

The decision to “deplanetize” you was an international 
agreement made by people who spend their lives studying 
my solar system. Trust the nerds, they know what they are doing. True, you fit two of 
the three criteria for being one of my planets: you orbit me and you are round. But if 
you want to be one of my planets, you are going to have to clear your neighborhood. 
Your gravitational pull isn’t strong enough to get rid of all of the cosmic debris around 
you. And lets face it: you just aren’t very a�ractive.
     If its any consolation, you can be my binary dwarf planet, but your 15 light-years 
of fame are over. I suggest you move on. You were never meant to be in my solar 
system.
 Yours truly,
 The Sun

The Sun: “I need some Space”

Afghanistan Needs Help, Can  
We Meet the Challenge?

Breakup Letters From Outer Space: Pluto’s Gone Solo




