
Samo’s book collection. “I thought 
it was dust,” said Library Media 
Teacher Meredith Rugg. “It 
kept showing up and I kept 
feather-dusting it away.” An 
environmental clean-up company 
completed library sanitation on 
Oct. 5. Witnesses described the  
workers as wearing “E.T. type 
space suits” while maneuvering  
vacuum-like machines over every 
surface of the library.  

Department Chair and 
Library Media Teacher Dana 
Bart-Bell sees this misfortune 
as a blessing in disguise. “The 
library has needed various repairs 
for years,” said Bart-Bell. “The 
squeaky wheel gets the oil but 
until now we ... haven’t been able 
to squeak loud enough.”  

Though interconnected air 
vents in the Language Building 
are allegedly mold-free,  particles 
traveled from the library to 
other classrooms. Administration 
received verbal clearance that the 
amount of mold is negligible, and 
plans are underway to test every 
classroom in the building.

Samo is not the first SMMUSD 
facility to ba�le mold, as cases run 
higher near the ocean.  Measure 
BB, which addresses building 

safety, energy efficiency and 
renovations, will appear 

on the Nov. 7 ballot.  
Bart-Bell urged, 

“If  you want 
less mold and 

more books, 
please vote 

for this 
bill.”   
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By Hannah Bernstein, Staff Writer and 
Saba Boradeh-Hamedy, Copy Editor

The unauthorized memorial 
wall commemorating former 
Samo sophomore Eddie Lopez 
located on the east wall of the Art 
Building was painted over before 
the 2006-07 school year began. 

Following Lopez’s death on 
Feb. 28, as the result of a shooting 
on the corner of 26th St. and Pico 
Blvd., the community mourned 
with an official memorial service 
held at Samo. In addition, grief 
counselors arrived at Samo to 
help students who requested 
their services.

Shortly a�er Lopez’s death, 
messages to him began to appear 
on the wall outside of the Art 
Building, rumored to have begun 
with an unfinished mural by 
former Samo student Alexa 

Goldey. Other students added 
messages in the following weeks, 

mostly in water-based tempera 
paint. 

The administration saw 
the wall as temporary, partially 

because of the impermanence of 
the mural’s medium, as tempera 

paint is not water proof. Art 
teacher Amy Bouse explained, 
“My heart aches for his loved ones 
but I personally don’t feel that [the 

mural was] the most appropriate 
expression of their grief.”  She felt 
Lopez had been served in other, 
more permanent ways, such as 
the honorary plaque in the Greek 
Theater.

However, students saw the 
wall as an important tribute to a 
loved student. “Taking the wall 
down bothers me because it wasn’t 
doing any harm,” said freshman 
Michael Freedman, a close friend 
of Lopez. “The art spoke for all 
the students at Samo who lost 
a friend, which is much more 
meaningful then just a memorial.” 
Sophomore Josh Hak agreed: 
“The wall represented the love 
everyone had for Eddie. When 
people walked past the wall it 
reminded them of how amazing  
a person Eddie was. It’s absence 
just makes students realize that 
we no longer have him.” 

Straus 
Leaves 

SMMUSD
By Chelsea Rinnig
Opinion Editor
and Natalie Yadegar
Staff Writer

Former Samo CEO/
Principal Ilene Straus joined 
the  Beverly Hills Unified School 
District (BHUSD) on Sept. 26 as 
Assistant Superintendent  of 
Educational Services. After 
20 years of employment in the 
Santa Monica Malibu School 
District (SMMUSD), she will 
now work alongside new BHUSD 
Superintendent Kari McVeigh. 

During her tenure at Samo, 
Straus frequently faced issues of 
racial tension and communication. 
W h i l e  o n  c a m p u s ,  h e r 
accomplishments included 
closing  the achievement gap 
between students and facilitating 
small learning communities.  
Straus resigned from her Samo 
position  last April, as a result of 
her engagement and imminent 
marriage.  

The SMMUSD School 
Board promoted Straus to 
Assistant Superintendent of 
Educational Services in July. 
Straus then le� SMMUSD 
to assume her new post at  
BHUSD on Oct. 3, replacing 
I n t e r i m  A s s i s t a n t 
Super intendent  of 
Educational Services 
Richard Malfatti .  
SMMUSD has yet 
to  determine who 
will fill her vacant 
p o s i t i o n  a t 

the District 
office.

By Jennifer Galamba
Ad Editor

 
I -House Principal  Eva 

Mayoral  spearheaded the 
development of a grading system 
that converts the traditional 
percent method  to a four point 
scale. A small number  of I-House 
teachers have implemented the 
policy, which currently effects 
mostly freshman. The system may 
become more widespread as time 
progresses.

In traditional grading, one 
failed assignment can drastically 
lower a student’s grade. According 
to Mayoral, this “one hundred 
point system puts students in 
peril,” because “if a student 
receives a high grade after 
receiving low grades, their grade 
is still low.”  The new system aims 
to prevent this, with the hope that 
students who receive one low 
grade will rebound more easily, 

and not give up on themselves. 
Mayoral explained, “That sense of 
hopelessness is the last thing any 
of us want...we want students to 
do well in I-House. ”

Under the new system,  a four 
is equivalent to an A, a one to a D. 
Some teachers object to the new 
scale, arguing that students can do 
a minuscule amount of work and 
still earn a passing grade. They 
believe it does not hold students 
accountable for their actions, and 
does not motivate succeeding 
students to push themselves. 
While teacher views on the subject 
contrast greatly, administrators 
will determine the policy’s future 
use  based on any changes in 
students’ quality of work.

As the policy is in its early 
stages, it remains to be seen if 
the program will prove effective. 
Teachers are encouraged to test 
the system’s effectiveness by 
pu�ing it to use.

 

By Carl Nunziato, Staff Writer  and 
Matt Weber, Outreach Coordinator

•North Korea claimed to have successfully 
detonated a nuclear bomb on Oct. 7, prompting 
condemnations from nations worldwide (cnn.com).

•Republican Congressman Mark Foley has stepped 
down from office a�er exchanging sexual emails with one of 
his underage male pages. Allegedly, leaders of the Republican 
party were warned of Foley’s conduct as early as 2003 and 
a�empted to cover it up (Reuters).

•American politicians examining ways to stop violent sexual 
offenders from striking again are increasingly calling for laws 
that would allow states to execute repeat child molesters (Los 
Angeles Times).

•The Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan has declared that they are 
growing in “every province, city, and village” and have adopted many 
of their new tactics from the Iraqi insurgency (Associated Press).

By Zoe Young
Staff Writer

The Mortenson Library 
opened to teachers on Oct. 5 a�er 
removal of a mold  that threatened 
its books. Students will have full 
access once the Santa Monica 
Malibu Unified School District 
(SMMUSD) officially approves 
the facility.

Five layers of plastic sheeting 
covered the library’s double doors 
throughout September and early 
October to prevent the mold 
(Claudia Sporium, among others)  
from spreading. It  accumulated 
over the summer a�er windows 
in the Language Building were 
repeatedly le� open overnight, 
and,  according to S-House 
Principal Greg Runyon, is non-
toxic but can cause asthma if 
extreme lung over-exposure 
occurs. Due to vacation, students 
and staff did not inhale the mold 
long enough for there to be any 
harmful effects.

The paper-consuming mold 
appeared in over five isolated 
areas of the library, jeopardizing 

Lopez Memorial Wall No Longer Exists

Samo Library Re-Opens I-House Employs Four- 
Point Grading System 

The memorial wall outside of the Art Building, last year.
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Senior Jun Cha’s revised mural design (above) is currently under consideration by the Walls 
Committee, which rejected his initial design on grounds that it was overly violent. Cha created the 
original image last year for the student group Against All Odds,  in response to gang violence.
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