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COLUMN ONE:

Coach Skehan

By Erin Nadel
Sports Editor

Former water
polo and swim
team coach
Niall Skehan returned to Samo
thisyear, resuming his position
a eralb-yearabsence.Skehan
coached at Samo from 1980 to
1991, while current Aquatics
Head CoachMa hewFlanders
was on the team. He then
coached at Milken High School
from 1991 to 2006.

In September 2000, Skehan
su eredastrokewhilewatering
his lawn, followed by a two-
week coma. When he awoke,
hewas unable towalk or speak.
Skehan spent three months
recovering in the hospital.
However, he continues to
su er from loss of sight in
one eye, dulled nerves in one
arm, and short-term memory
loss. When asked about these
lastinge ects, Skehan sang, “I
get knocked down, but | get
up again,” a Chumbawamba
song, with a big grin. On a
more serious note, he added,
“It really can be frustrating at
times, because | think I can
do everything | did before the
stroke, but | can’t.”

This year, Skehan is
instructing boys Frosh-Soph
and girls Junior Varsity water
polo. “Its amazing to coach
kidswho are serious about the
sportandwhoaresotalented,”
said Skehan in his thick Irish
accent. Sophomore Max
Zazook commented, “Most
thetime theteamforgets Coach
is handicapped, we have so
much fun joking around with
him.” So far, Skehan’s teams
have almost a perfect record,
with only three losses.

Skehan moved to
California from Ireland at
age 20 to a end Cal State LA
and practice with the UCLA
men’s water polo team. He
inspired the first Greenie Run
at Samo in 1983: “A player of
mine asked what | liked to
do for fun, [and] I told him,
‘I like to paint myself Irish
green and run around naked!’
I had no idea they would do
it at the next Homecoming,
in their speedos,” Skehan
reminisced.

“The most unique and
amazing thing about [Skehan]
is how he coaches a whole
person, not just a player.
He teaches the boys how
to be good sportsmen and
good people,” said Rosiland
Templeman, one of many
uno cial team moms. Skehan
invited speakers of varied
race, sexuality and gender to
teach tolerance to his team.
Sophomore Darren Morris
summed it up, “Coach knows
how to give back even with
everything he’s been through.
We’re all really excited to have
him and his quirky Irish cheer
back at Samo.”
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Circle of Friends Receives City Award

By Natalie Yadegar
Staff Writer

campus by establishing
friendshipsbetweenstudentswith
and without disabilities. Palilis
founded the club eight years ago,
starting withagroup of 12
students. Since then,

COF has grown
to include over
275 participants.

When asked

The City of Santa Monica’s
Disabilities Commission has
awarded Samo’s Circle of Friends
(COF) program with its first
annual Award for Excellence
in integrating people with
disabilities into community life.

By winning this award, COFhas about the
started a new tradition for Samo.  program’s large
The award was presentedto COF  size, Palilis

Advisor Barbara Palilis during
the City’s Disabilities Awareness
Month Celebration, held in the
Santa Monica Main Library on
Oct. 28.

COF promotestheacceptance
of di erences on a high school

responded:
“Hearts have been
touched. Studentsare
starting to realize that

people are people. Everyone
wants to feel as though they’ve
done something good.” She also

Super Chlorination
Closes Drake Pool

By Nick Barlow, E.A.L. and
Jacquelyn Hoffman, Staff Writer

by hisopinion, “The [chlorination
test] numbers may be right, but
the people who swim in that pool
everyday say di erent.”

Lacey explained that pool
ventilation, notchlorination, is his
real concern, as water condensa-
tion collecting in the vents creates
mold. According to Lacy, ventila-
tion “is a problem with almost all
indoor pools.”

Samo is currently looking
for an independent outside
group to steam clean the pool’s
ventilation system. Administra-
tion may choose to use the same
company that removed mold
from the Mortensen Library last
month. Principal Hugo Pedroza
assured the Samo community,
“Safety comes first; if there is
a health problem on campus,
we will act [and] we will fix it.”

Water polo players and
physical educa-

World News Top 5

still use
the pool
By Carl Nunziato, Staff Writer
and Matt Weber, Outreach Coordinator

Samo’s Drake pool closed
Oct. 20-23toaccommodate asuper
chlorination of its water.

This procedure, usually con-
ducted twice ayear to sanitize the
facility, occurred ahead of sched-
uleduetocriticismof pool cleanli-
nessinaSamohi Opinionarticle by
sophomore Kevin Katz. The Santa
Monica Daily Press re-published
the article, which called Samo’s
pool “a disgrace.” In response,
Samo parents posted complaints
on Samohi Parents and Loyal
Supporters (PALS ) and emailed
Samo administrators.

Theoriginal article perturbed
Samo Physical Education Director
Norm Lacey, who found it to be
untruthful: “l saw the chlorine
tests. We didn’t need to
doathingaboutthe
water.”

Katz,
however,
stands

daily.

OPresident George W. Bush signed a bill on Oct. 17
suspending Habeas Corpus forany American citizen he declares
an “unlawful enemy combatant.” Critics have called this a major

blow to American civil liberties (msnbc.com).

- Following rumorsofasecond North Korean nuclear test, Japanand
the United Nations proposed sanctions against the nation, escalating
the situation towards a declaration of war (Fox News).

°Mexican o0 cials prevented Yahoo from placing a laser atop an
Aztec pyramid, intended to beam a virtual time capsule into space,
in an a empt to contact aliens (msnbc.com).

°The Governor of Hawaii declared a state of disastera era7.6
magnitude earthquake struck the state on Oct. 15 (CNN).

- Kiyah Lanae Boyd was born in Atlanta, GA on Oct. 16,
the 300 millionth United States resident according to the
Census Bureau (Air America Radio).

Monica-Malibu Unified School
District (SMMUSD) and Samo
for its support of the program:
“Circle of Friends has done an
impressive job matching students
with disabilities with their peers
toencouragetrue friendshipsand
social integration. We hope other
SMMUSD campuses choose to
adopt the program as well.”

In the future, Palilis hopes
“that the Circle of Friends format
will spread nationwide so that
other families can benefit the way
ours have in Santa Monica.”

recognizes that many students
jointhe programwhen persuaded
by friends, and admi ed that
some simply want “to get the
program on their college
applications.”

Palilis and COF
President senior
Elaine Daneshrad

hosted dinner at

Souplantation
last night, and are
currentlyplanning
bowlingnightsand
a June banquet to
honor members.
Chair of the
Disabilities Commission and
Disability Rights a orney Chris
Knauf commended the Santa

Pictured: Palilis embraces
a Samo alumna with down
syndrome after receiving the
award.

Election Guide: Nov. 7

Prop. 1D: To provide funding
to upgrade all California Public
Education Facilities.

By Marissa Silverman
Feature Editor

The measure and propositions
below will appear on the Nov. 7
ballot and impact students:

Prop 83: To preventsex o end-
ers and sexually violent preda-
torsfrom living within 2,000 feet
Measure BB: To secure fund- of any school or park.
ing for Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School DistrictFacilities
upgrades, includingsustainable
retrofi ing and environmental
renovations.

Prop 85: To implement manda-
tory parental notification before
termination of a minor’s preg-
nancy (receiving an abortion).

Remember to vote on Nov. 7!

SCORE In Hiatus

and thus find it di cult to make
time for SCORE. English teacher
and former member Rob Thais is
unable to both chair the English
Department and participate in
SCORE, a case in point.

Despite the slow start, Prin-
cipal and new director of SCORE
Hugo Pedroza has not lost faith
in what the commi ee can ac-
complishthisyear. “l wantto give
everystudentachancetodobe er
at Samo,” he declared. Through
SCORE, Pedroza hopes to raise
Samo’s Academic Performance
Index (API) and California Stan-
dardized Testing (CST) results.

Although no date has been
set for the first SCORE meeting,
most members predict they will
convene within the next few
weeks.

By Aaron Eslamboly
Staff Writer

The Samo Committee On
Redesign E cacy (SCORE) has
not convened for a meeting since
former CEO/Principal llene Straus
le the team in June 2006.

The Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District (SM-
MUSD) created SCORE in 2003 to
improve Samo’s newly adopted
House System. Since itsinception,
I-House Principal Eva Mayoral
and History teacher Don Hedrick
have been consistent members.
However, this year’s commi ee
make-up is currently unclear.

Many sta members do not
a ribute lack of organization to
Straus’ absence. Hedrick noted
that members lead busy lives,

The World Awareness Committee posted 560 X’s in the Samo
Breezeway on Oct. 16, to represent the number of people who
die from hunger worldwide every class period.

Photo by Samantha Walters
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OPINION

Prop 83 is Necessary for Protecting America’s Children and Public Safety

By Jennifer Galamba
Ad Editor

The prevalence of child mo-
lestation has grown, and it is
undeniable that it is one of the
primary problemsfacing America,
and the world, today. On Nov. 7,
California voters will decide the
fate of Proposition 83, a proposal
that would put additional restric-
tions on sex o enders. The bill is
also known as Jessica’s Law, a er
Jessica Lunsford, a nine-year-old,
who was raped and murdered by
a sex o ender two months a er

his probation and Global Position-
ing System (GPS) tracking ended.
The proposed law would extend
prison sentences for sexo enders.
The legal system needs a severe
law, like Proposition 83, to regain
control of sexual convicts and
maintain publicsafety. Whenmore
restrictions are enforced on sex
o enders, sexually related crimes
will be reduced.

If the bill passes, jail sentences
would become more severe. This
would entail keeping sex o end-
ers in prison longer, rather than
releasing them with minimal
punishments. Asitis now, the legal

system allows o enders that have
the potential tocommitmoreviolent
action out into mainstream society
because their acts are supposedly
not as heinous as other crimes.
The proposed law would also
make it illegal for sexual predators
to live within 2,000 feet of schools
and parks once they are out of
prison. Thisisabsolutely necessary;,
considering locationswhere groups
of vulnerable children are present
are prime targets for sexual preda-
tors. Additional requirementsentail
thatsexo enderswear GPSdevices
for lifea erthey are convicted of a
sexual charge. According to Bonnie
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There Should Come a Time When You Know
You Are Too Old to Trick or Treat

By Saba Boradeh-Hammedy
Copy Editor

You know you are too old to go
trick or treating when....

= You've been to every costume
store intown butall of them refuse
to sell you the Barney costume
that you’ve been searching for
for months! You just don't fit into
their costume sizesand maybe you
should just go home.

*You ring the doorbell of a house
inyour brand new costume.Ali le
kid screams and slams the door in
your face, leaving you candy-less
and confused. Alas, you're  not

five anymore. When you get to be
acertainage, wearing thatcostume
isn’t going to cut it.

*While trick or treating, you hap-
pen to see a high school buddy.
To your surprise, he’s with his
two younger siblings...and they
are wearing the same costume as
you. He’sonly there for babysi ing
purposes. Perhaps it is at this time
that you should consider growing
up yourself,.

* |t's dark out so naturally you are
takingyourtimecrossingthestreet.
Two boy scouts think otherwise
and a empt to guide you to your
destination. If you’re old enough
to pass as “that old person” who

struggles walking one block with-
outge ing hit by a car, you’re defi-
nitely too old to be trick or treating.
And yes, that means you.

*When running from house to
house, you find yourself out of
breath and unable to keep up with
the hyperactive five year olds.The
ultimate reality check: you should
call it a night.

Next time you decide you’re
“not that old,” and going door to
door seems like a good workout,
keep in mind that there’s a fine line
between seven and 17. You might
aswell sing “Trick or treat smell my
pruney feet give me something that
won'’t break my teeth...”

Dumanis, the District A orney for
San Diego County, the fact that 25
percent of sex 0 enders are in an
unknown location is explained
by the fact that “we [currently]
use the honor system where we
trust the sex o ender to check in
with law enforcement annually
to let them know where they are
living.” Obviously, these predators
have proven that they cannot be
trusted, rendering this “honor”
system ine ective.

“Jessica’s Law will give law en-
forcementcritical toolsthey need to
keeptrackoftheseo enders...then
law enforcement will know where

they are and these sex o enders
will not be able to disappear and
go underground,” Dumais said
(Nctimes.com).

Criticsofthe law state that Prop
83 will make soaring prison costs
skyrocket. Their logic has faults,
however. Theaveragesexo ender
has 35 victims. The investigation
and prosecution of 35 cases for
each convict,aswellasthea acks
that occur after predators are
released, cost taxpayers millions.
By keeping sexual o enders in
prison for an extended amount
of time, we are saving money and
America’s children.

Athletes: Fan Support
Starts With Us

By Emily Foshag
Editor-In-Chief

In a school with a population as large as Samo’s, there
are plenty of people who, unless it’s a Friday night and there’s a
chance they might hook up with that special someone after the
game, would rather not attend a sporting event. When athletes
look into the stands and see few faces besides parents and close
friends, it isn’t the fault of those not interested in sports in the
first place. If we as athletes don’t support the other athletes on
campus, how can we expect anyone else to come and watch us
compete?

There are over 900 students who participate in the athletic
program at Samo. Within the athletic department alone we have
the numbers to significantly increase the level of fan support at
the home games of all teams, so there is no reason why, say, Mr.
Flanders should have to offer extra credit to his U.S History stu-
dents in order to fill the stands of a CIF quarterfinal water polo
match. Whether we play golf or volleyball, we know what it’s like
to dedicate ourselves to a sport. We know about hours of practice,
overcoming adversity, and pushing ourselves to the limit. We
know what it’s like to play in a high-pressure atmosphere, and
we know how it feels to risk failure in order to pursue victory.
Water polo may not be your favorite sport, but by attending the
game, you are acknowledging those who put in as much work
as you do on a daily basis.

Wrestlers are the only athletes at Samo who attend games
for every sport on a regular basis, yet we have a funny way of
showingour appreciation. Wrestling matches are some of the most
unattended events at Samo. If half of the athletes that they have
supported in the past year showed up to cheer them on, there
would be standing room only in the North Gym. From there, the
math is simple. There are almost 40 students on the Varsity foot-
ball roster. If those 40 guys attended a soccer game, the stands
would be full. The 15 members of a basketball team could easily
double the size of the crowd at a tennis match.

Chances are all of us athletes will cross paths at some
point during our four years at Samo. We have the same teachers,
roam the same halls, and wear the same blue and gold. None of
us like to lose — especially to Beverly Hills. I'm not asking you to
take up knitting or ballroom dancing. We’re athletes. We compete.
Why not support some of your peers as they do the same?

Get Over Yourself, California: Flyover States are Worth a Glance

By Michael Bromberg
Sta  Writer

A few weeks ago, when | told
my peers I'm applying to the
University of Texas, the common
response was, “but everyone there
is stupid.” The problem with this
kind of thinking by my peers is
that it’s based on meaningless
stereotypes, stereotypes that Santa
Monicans continue to endorse.
Though we residents of California
may seem much hipper than the
rest of the country, we are not.
And, as our test scores show, we
are definitely no smarter.

Whenever something comes
up regarding the “flyover states,”
also known as the states between
Californiaand New York, students

that vote Republican, and the
coastal states that vote Democrat.
And it is here where we find the
root of the problem. Because of the

with Republican, and “smart”
with Democrat. Also, because the
current president is from Texas,
and most students think the cur-

and teachers
aliketakealib-
eral superior-
ityandactlike,
somehow, we
Santa Moni-
cansare inher-
ently better
than the rest of
the country.

rent president is an
idiot, we associate
all Texans, and all
people from the red
states, asbeingidiots.
But most students
at Samo have never
been to a “flyover”
state for an extended
period of time, and

This false
superiority was created because
it is usually the “flyover states”

extremely liberal teachers at this
school, students associate “stupid”

all assumptions are
made on stereotypes. These ste-
reotypesgroup “flyover” stateresi-

dentsasbeingredneck, backward,
plain hillbilly type dunces.

The very name “flyover” in-
dicates that no one would want
to go to these states. But, with
lower taxes, be er public educa-
tion, and less tra ¢ and smog, is
there really any reason to live in
California over Colorado? While
di erentpeople obviously prefer
di erent places to live, it seems
faulty to ride o the Midwestern
and Southern states too quickly.
So, if you think I’'m stupid for ap-
plying to the University of Texas,
don’tworry, because that’s what |
think of everyone here.






