
By Nora Casey
Campus Life Editor

In September, a handful of  
Samo students were moved by 
school spirit to take action and 
support their school. Thus, Blue 
Crew was born.

Cheerleading coach Amy 
Meadors had the initial idea 
to form a cheering student 
section at football games, based 
on college sports fan groups. 
History teacher Bryn Boyd 
pitched the idea to her students.  
“My whole goal was  school 
spirit,” she explained.

At the first football game, 
Blue Crew was only 10 students 
strong, but they still counted 
the night a success. “We proved 
ourselves,” said Blue Crew Vice 
President senior Bianca Green. 
“People just love to join us.” 

Blue Crew now consists of 
about 50 members. They hold 
meetings every Thursday at 
lunch in Boyd’s room, T111. 
There they review cheers to use 
at upcoming games and discuss 
upcoming events and fund-
raising. Members suggest ideas, 
like creating a “BlueSpace” on 
MySpace.com.

When the games begin, 
Blue Crew brings it. Junior Co-
Presidents Chris del la Rosa 
and Alex Spence lead cheers, 
standing in a cornered-off 
section at the front of the stands 
where only Blue Crew members, 
marked by their t-shirts, are 
allowed. Blue Crew is intended 
as a positive group, so members 
refrain from cheering for their 
grade or calling  out negative 
comments. Instead, the group 
has taken to yelling “Bluuuuue” 
when the feel like booing. The 
enthusiasm doesn’t stop until 
the last whistle is blown. 

“It’s insane,” said Green, 
“The number one rule is that 
you can’t sit down.” She noted 
that the Homecoming football 
game against Culver City was 
especially successful. 

While Blue Crew tries to 
a�end home games for every 
sport, they have been focusing 
primarily on football. However, 
Boyd voiced a desire to “carry 
[the fan group] into basketball 
and soccer and water polo.” Del 
la Rosa, a Samo soccer player, 
was moved to join Blue Crew 
due to the lack of support soccer 
players receive: “I do this so 
people will support all sports, 
[to create] an all around joy for 
school sports.”  

Blue Crew is open to 
everyone. Just buy a shirt for 
$10, and you’re in. 
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 ‘07 Chanting Not A Problem

By Carl Nunziato, Staff Writer
and Matt Weber, Outreach Editor

•Former Iraqi Dictator Saddam Hussein was sentenced to death by 
hanging for crimes against humanity on Nov. 5. His lawyers have filed for 

appeal (CNN). 

•A study on the world’s fisheries has shown that, unless fishing habits are improved, 
all seafood populations will collapse by 2048 (msnbc.com).

•The Democratic Republic of the Congo successfully held its first democratic election in 40 
years (CNN).

•Peace talks between the US-backed Somalian government and the Islamic guerrilla movement 
currently in control of the capital have broken down, bringing Somalia closer to a civil war (AP).

•Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld stepped down from office yesterday due to criticism of his 
handling of the Iraq War.  President George W. Bush has nominated former CIA chief Robert Gates as 
his replacement (CNN).

By Jacquelyn Hoffman
Staff Writer

California Superintendent 
of Public Education Jack 
O’Connell presented former 
Samo student Jeffrey Ramirez 
with a high school diploma 
in Samo’s Mortensen Library 
on Oct. 26, announcing that 
an additional 819 students 
of the 2006 graduating class 
successful ly  passed the 
California High School Exit 
Exam (CAHSEE) in the July 
administration.

Ramirez represented one 
of 819 students who struggled 
to pass the exam yet who had 
completed all high school 
requirements.  Determined to 
succeed, he studied intensely 
with the help of supportive 
teachers, and passed the exam 
over the summer.  He urges 
students to “stay focused and 
believe in yourself.”  Ramirez 
currently a�ends Santa Monica 
Community College and would 
like to become a high school 

counselor. 
Since the 2005-2006 school 

year, no student can receive 
a public high school diploma 
without passing the CAHSEE, 
as well as meeting the school 
district’s requirements for 
graduation (cde.ca.gov). Students 
are allowed to take the test once 
as a sophomore, twice as a junior 
and three times as a senior, a 
total of seven chances to pass.

According to a California 
Department of Education 
News Release, 91.4 percent of 
students  have met the CAHSEE 
requirement by passing both the 
math and English-Language Arts 
(ELA) portion of the test. Yet, the 
results reflect an achievement 
gap and significantly lower 
scores among Latino students, 
African American students, 
those learning English and 
economically disadvantaged 
students.  “The achievement 
gap is real,” O’Connell said.  
He continued, “There is a moral 
and economic obligation to close 
this gap.”

By Aaron Eslamboly
Staff Writer

In an attempt to keep 
guest speakers accountable for 
themselves while on campus, 
the Santa Monica Malibu-Unified 
School District (SMMUSD) 
has enforced an Independent 
Consulting Contract, increasing 
paperwork requirements for 
guest speakers to enter Samo and 
receive payment.

Previously, Samo pulled 
speaker payments from individual 
accounts (often clubs), based 
on the guest’s reason for being 
on campus. Now, SMMUSD 
processes payments through 
Director of Purchasing Virginia 
Hya�, and speakers may receive 
delayed checks if they do not fill 
out forms correctly and promptly. 

Senior Jewish Student Union 
President Dor Keyvani thinks 
that   this “may be a problem for 
a while,” but people “will get 
used to it.”

According to Hya�, 
the new system  
will be in effect 
indefinitely.

By Bennett Rankin
Staff Writer

Firoozeh Dumas, author of 
this year’s school-wide read Funny 
In Farsi, has requested a Samo 
student filmmaker to produce 
a film promoting her novel, 
in response to a controversial 
video created and posted 
by the filmmaker on 
YouTube two months 
ago. The apology 
film is currently in 
post production.  

The original 
video depicted 
two obscured male 
S a m o  s t u d e n t s 
burning a copy of 
Funny in Farsi. At the end 
of its two-month long run, 
the video had received over two 
thousand hits. Many comments 
on the website branded the video 
as racist. The filmmaker denies 
any racist or offensive intentions 
in making the film: “The video 
was [born of] nothing more than 
boredom and juvenile idiocy.”  
The filmmaker removed the 
video from the website to prevent 
further harm once it was clear that 
its light-hearted intentions had 
been lost on the viewing public.

S-House English Teacher 

and Chairwoman of the Summer 
Reading Committee Meredith 
Louria received word of the 
video a�er it had been on the 
internet for one month.  She was 
“quite upset” a�er viewing it, and 
brought the video to the a�ention 
of Samo’s administration, who 
uncovered the true identities of the 
filmmakers.  Louria believes that 

the students felt  “genuine 
remorse” over the pain 

that their video had 
caused.  

B e f o r e  t h e 
video could be 
removed from the 
website, Dumas 
learned of  i t s 

existence while 
giving a presentation 

in Northern California. 
She was shocked by the 

video’s content and contacted 
Louria to discuss a proper course 
of action. Louria was touched 
by Dumas’s response: “What 
impressed me most was that, rather 
than focusing on punishment, she 
thought the students needed to 
understand what was hurtful 
[about the film].”

The filmmaker  proposed 
writing a le�er of apology to 
Dumas.  She rejected this idea 
and instead proposed the second 
film. By Analee Abbott

Managing Editor

Samo theater producer Bre� 
Fisher has taken a job at the 
Ventura Playhouse, leaving 
a group of parent volunteers 
and senior Rachel Robinson to 
produce A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, opening 
on Dec. 1.

T h e a t e r  
Director Frank 
Ford,  though 
sad to see the 
former producer 
go, wishes Fisher 
well in his new 
position. So far, 
Ford feels that 
“things have been 
going smoothly” 
and anticipates a successful 
theater season. He chose Robinson 
to take a significant role in 
production because she is one of 
the only people able to use the new 
online ticket system, called Seat 

Advisor Box Office (SABO).
Fisher continues to visit the 

theater department two to three 
times per month to help in any 
way necessary.

Robinson has participated in 
the theater department at Samo 
since she was a freshman, serving 
as both an actress and a backstage 

crew member.  
She performed 
as a nun in last 
summer’s  Santa 
Monica Civic 
L i g h t  O p e r a 
production of The 
Sound of Music.  

A s  c o -
p r o d u c e r s , 
Robinson and 
the parent group 
will oversee the  

box office, publicity, marketing, 
accounting and fund-raising.  So 
far, Robinson feels people have 
been supportive and accepting 
of her new position.  “I really like 
being in charge and pu�ing things 
together,” she explained.   

Pictured: Robinson 
uses SABO on her 

computer in the 
Production/

Box Office.
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LOCAL:
Santa Monicans voted YES to: 
—decriminalize marĳuana (Y)
—increase school bonds (BB)
—maintain Santa Monica wa-
tersheds (V)
Courtesy of NBC4

STATE:
Californians voted NO on all 
ballot measures except: 
—bond measures 1A-1E 
—sex offender restrictions (83) 
—bonds for clean air/water (84)

Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger and Senator Dianne Fein-
stein easily won reelection.

NATIONAL:
Democrats  won control of the 
House of Representatives, tak-
ing over 20 seats with another 
11 undecided.

The Senate, however, was a 
much closer race.  The Demo-
crats have picked up five seats 
and are holding a slight lead 
in Virginia, where incumbent 
Republican George Allen is 
contesting the result. 

Democrats also picked up a 
majority of governorships.
Courtesy of CNN
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